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[ Academic Conference )

A Report on the International Conference

on the Notion of Time in Historical Thinking

Mak King Sang
Department of History
Hong Kong Baptist University

“International Conference on the Notion of Time in Historical Thinking”, co-sponsored by Chiang Ching-
Kuo Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange and National Taiwan University was held 25-28th
May at the Howard Plaza Hotel in Taipei. The concept of time, which has occupied the minds of natural
scientists, philosophers and historians for millenniums, attracts a lot of attentions since Stephen Hawking




published his A Brief of History of Time in 1988. Time means many things to historians. It is on the one
hand the natural setting in which historical events occur and develop, and on the other hand a conceptual
apparatus by means of which historians frame their studies. Although traditional Chinese historians seldom
deal with the notion of time in a systematic manner, embedded in their works are their inspiring and well-
defined concepts of time, change, causation, continuity and discontinuity of history, etc. In this event more
than thirty scholars from Taiwan, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Canada, Germany, the USA, etc. explored the
significance and implications of the idea of time in Chinese historical writings and philosophy of history.
Titles of papers presented include:

Prof. Cho-yun Hsu (University of Pittsburgh), “The Origin of Time in China”

Prof. Jorn Rusen (Kulturwissenschaftliches Institut in Essen), “Making Sense of Time: Towards
a General Typology of Conceptual Foundations of Historical Consciousness”

Prof. Chi-yun Chan (National Tsinghua University), “Immanental Human-being in
Transcendental Time: Epistemological Basis of Pristine Chinese Historical Consciousness”

Prof. Chun-chieh Huang (National Taiwan University), “Time and Supertime in Chinese
Historical Thinking”

Prof. Richard L Davis (Brown University), “Degenerate Time as Backdrop of Regeneration:
Quyang Xiu’s Historical Records of the Five Dynasties”

Prof. Shu-hsien Liu (The Chinese University of Hong Kong), “On the Formation of a
Philosophy of Time and History through I-Ching”

Prof. Longxi Zhang (City University of Hong Kong), “Time and History in Classical Chinese
Literature”

Prof. Thomas H. C. Lee (City College of New York), “Time and Causality in Yuan Shu (1131-
1205) from Chronicle to Narrative”

Dr. Dorothy Ko (Rutgers University), “Bridging Past and Present" Ming-Qing Philologists’
Search of Footbinding’s Origins”

Dr. On-Cho Ng (State University of Pennsylvania), “Reflections on the Epochal Concept of
‘Early Modernity’ and the Intellectual History of late Imperial China”

Dr. Q. Edward Wang (Rowan University) “Time, Dao and History: Zhang Xuecheng and
Heidegger”

Dr. Ricardo K. S. Mak (Hong Kong Baptist University), “Yen Fu’s Conception of Time and
Evolution”

The three-day event was a successful one and a conference volume is being prepared.



