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[Book News)

Lee Kam-keung, Lau Yee-cheung and Mak King-sang (eds.),



Coastal Defense and Maritime Economy of Modern China

(Hong Kong: Hong Kong Modern Chinese History Society, 1999). 472 pp.

In 1842 the British government acquired Hong Kong after the Opium War for strategic and economic
reasons. One hundred and fifty years have swiftly passed by, Hong Kong, though having lost its strategic
position, has become one of the most fast-growing metropolises in South East Asia. The development of
Hong Kong witnessed how the age of naval supremacy gave way to a new era of global economy.
Nevertheless, Hong Kong and its adjacent areas have inherited a huge collection of historical materials about
China’s navy and maritime economy. In May 1998, the Hong Kong Museum of Coastal Defense staged in
the Hong Kong Cultural Center its first exhibition. One month later, the Department of History of the Hong
Kong Baptist University, the Department of History of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the Chinese
Department of the Lingnan College and the Hong Kong Modern Chinese History Society jointly organized
the International Symposium on Maritime Defense in Modern China, in which more than forty scholars from
China, Hong Kong, Taiwan and the United States participated. These two events attracted a huge audience
and aroused public interest in this subject.

This conference volume, funded by the Provisional Urban Council of Hong Kong, contains twenty-four
articles, twenty-one in Chinese and three in English, which are selected and reviewed by a committee formed
by six senior scholars. The first part “Ideas and Documents of Maritime Defense” consists of nine articles,
which trace the origins of the Chinese conception of maritime defense, analyze the thoughts of Chinese naval
strategists, and examine the most important written sources about this subject since the Ming dynasty. The
ten articles in the second part subtitled “Naval Development” comprehensively deal with issues like the
emergence of the modern Chinese navy, coastal defense in modern China and major sea battles since the
nineteenth century. In the final part “The Chinese Maritime Economy,” five articles join force to demonstrate
the influence of long-distance trade on the Chinese economy.

Both Ma Yau Won, the author of the “Preface” and Lee Kam Keung, one of the three editors of this volume,
point out that maritime defense of modern China remains an overlooked subject. For them, given the rich
historical sources available, younger generation of historians should pursue further research in this area.

(Information Unit)

[Book News)

Chow Kai Wing and Clara Wing-chung Ho (eds.), The HKBU Journal of
Historical Studies: A Collection of Essays in Commemoration of
the Twentieth Anniversary of the Department of History,

Hong Kong Baptist University (Hong Kong: Lee Man Publication, 1999). 250 pp.

The History Department of the Hong Kong Baptist University, which was a branch of the Department of
History and Geography of the Hong Kong Baptist College before 1978, has developed rapidly in the past



twenty years into a strong and independent teaching and research unit whose achievements are widely
recognized. Its strengths lay in its comprehensive curriculum, extensive training in historical methods,
emphasis on modern and contemporary history and above all, the close cooperation between its faculty
members who received their doctorates in Britain, Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, Taiwan or the United States.
To celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the History Department of the Hong Kong Baptist University and to
take the opportunity to share research findings with readers who are interested in historical studies, each of
the thirteen academic staff of the department contributes an article to this volume. Though a commemorative
publication designed for the above purposes, articles collected have been reviewed by experts in relevant
fields and revised by the authors before publishing, so as to ensure that their qualities can equal any refereed
journal articles. These explain why the editorial work has taken three years to finish.

The specializations of the department’s academic staff are fully demonstrated in this volume. While five of
its articles are in English, eight are in Chinese. Topics of articles include Medieval Chinese History (by
Wong Yin Lee and Huang Shuanghuai), History of Chinese Women (by Clara W. C. Lau), Sino-Japanese
Relations (by Chow Kai Wing and Lam Kai Yin), History of Hong Kong (by Stephanie P. Y. Chung),
Modern Chinese History (by Lee Kam Keung and Danny S. L Paau), Christianity in Modern China (by
Barton Starr and Timothy M. K. Wong), Sino-American Relations (by Yik-yi Chu), Modern Scottish History
(by James Stewart) and Contemporary German History (by Ricardo K. S. Mak). These thirteen original and
well-researched articles enable readers to better understand the research emphasis of this department.

As Chow Kai Wing, one of the editors, mentions in the Preface, it is hoped that this journal can come out

regularly in the future, thus contributing to historical studies in Hong Kong by providing a forum for
academic exchange between historians in and outside Hong Kong.

(Information Unit)



