




The second meeting of the History Department Advisory Committee was held at the Meeting Room (AAB 
1153) of the Department on 6 June 2016. The Committee has been formed to advise and assist the development 
of the Department. Internal members include Prof. Clara Wing‐chung Ho (Convener), Prof. Adrian J. Bailey 
(Ex‐officio), Prof. Ricardo King‐sang Mak and Prof. Stephanie Po‐yin Chung. External members include Ms. 
Fione Sau‐lai Lo (Chairman), Ms. Pui‐lui Chu, Ms. Qi Gan, Ms. Vivien Lau, Mr. Conrad Lee, Mr. Li Hexie, 
Dr. Shuk‐wah Poon, Mr. Wang‐fai Wong, Ms. Rosa Siu‐kam Yau, and Prof. Xu Guoqi. Most of the committee 
members managed to attend the Meeting.

Advisory Committee Annual Meeting 2016 (2016.6.6)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From left to right:
(1st row) Mr. Conrad Lee (Chairman, Kowloon Chamber of Commerce), Prof. Xu Guoqi (Professor, Department of History, University of Hong 
Kong), Mr. Li Hexie (Vice President, Luen Thai International Group and Secretary General, Tan Siu Lin Foundation), Prof. Ricardo King‐sang Mak, 
and Mr. Wang‐fai Wong (Senior Curriculum Development Officer, Curriculum Development Institute, Education Bureau, HKSAR)

(2nd(2nd row) Prof. Clara Wing‐chung Ho, Ms. Qi Gan (Director, The Chinese University Press), Ms. Vivien Lau (General Manager [Clinique and Lab 
Series], Estee Lauder Inc.), Ms. Pui‐lui Chu (Principal, Lingnan Dr. Chung Wing Kwong Memorial Secondary School), Ms. Fione Sau‐lai Lo (Muse-
um Director [Hong Kong Heritage Museum], Leisure and Cultural Services Department, HKSAR), Prof. Stephanie Po‐yin Chung.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To start the meeting, Ms. Fione Lo gave a welcoming introduc-
tion to committee members and extended appreciation to them 
for taking time to attend the Meeting, which was followed by 
Prof. Clara Ho’s report on recent departmental matters related 
to teaching programmes and student admission, academic, 
teaching, and administrative staff, academic activities, facul-
ty-student relations, the peer mentoring program, scholarship 



opportunities, the department anthem, and the time capsule project. Furthermore, two aspects were dis-
cussed in the Meeting, including general comments on the development of the Department / University 
and advices on coaching students for the job market of various professions. Members of the Committee 
not only emphasized the necessity for encouraging History Majors to participate in the local and overseas 
internship programmes, but also stressed on the importance of their soft skills’ improvement so that Histo-
ry Majors could be well-prepared for job seeking after graduation.

The meeting was conducted productively in a friendly atmosphere. Committee members provided valu-
able comments and constructive suggestions on the meeting, which are useful for planning the future de-
velopment of the Department.







Congratulations to Six Faculty Members on Receiving the 2016 RGC 
General Research Fund (GRF)/ Early Career Scheme (ECS) Awards

The Department takes pride in reporting that six faculty members of the Department, including Dr. Bettina 
Dietz, Dr. Michael Hoeckelmann, Dr. Chi-man Kwong, Dr. David Schley, Dr. Guangxin Fan, and Dr. Kin-sum 
(Sammy) Li received the 2016 RGC General Research Fund (GRF)/ Early Career Scheme (ECS) Awards. 
Project details are as follows:

Abstract:
ThisThis project will address the fact that the knowledge-making process of eighteenth-century natural history, 
botany in particular, was as dependent on books as on herbaria and botanical gardens and examine wide-
ly-used practices of procuring, exchanging and working with botanical books. It also intends to analyse the 
epistemological function of the use of books and therefore of second-hand experience in a knowledge cul-
ture that has so far been defined as predominantly empirical. But even a cursory reading of the botanical 
correspondences of the eighteenth century makes it clear that, as a rule, botanical books were not available 
where they were needed. As work even on local and regional floras depended fundamentally on a wide and 
comparative use of literature, ways had to be found to make up for the deficiencies of the book market. 
This situation forced scholars to resort to personal contacts and use their correspondences for the exchange 
and acquisition of books. The functioning of this system will be described, from initial contacts with poten-
tial partners and the complicated logistics of shipping to the fact that the exchange of locally available 
books propelled the dynamics of international exchange. On the basis of the correspondence of leading 
eighteenth-century botanists, including Johann Jakob Dillenius, Nikolaus von Jacquin, and Carl Linnaeus, 
it will then be demonstrated that the exchange of books was a pillar of what can be called the collaborative 
publication system of botany. Scholars used the publications of others, incorporating material from them 
into their own work while making reference to the original author. Within the framework of this type of co-
operation, an author sent his most recent writings to his partners as quickly as possible so that they could 
complete their own publications, which guaranteed him the same privilege in return. The constant procure
ment of books was, like the exchange of plants, an indispensable part of botanical work. This is why estab-
lishing and maintaining exchange relationships was vitally important for every scholar. It will be shown 
that everyone who took part in this international system of exchange had to submit to a code of behaviour 
which sanctioned the symmetry of gift and return gift and punished violations, thus guaranteeing the 
long-term functioning of a mechanism that was essential for all involved.

Project title: 
A Bookish Science: Eighteenth-century Botany and Its Use of Books 
(HK$340,000)



Project title: 
Out of the Inner Quarters: A Study of Funerary Writings for Eunuchs of the 
Mid- to Late Tang (ca. 755–903) (HK$472,984)



Abstract:
TheThe proposed study will look at how Chinese military officers from different parts of China envisioned 
future warfare and tried to prepare their forces, states, and societies accordingly between the First World 
War and the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War. The First World War witnessed a comprehensive 
transformation of warfare. The effectiveness of modern weaponry and the massive scale of fighting forced 
the belligerents to fight a protracted conflict. The pace of technological advancement turned war into a 
contest not only of military strength but also of research and industrial capabilities. To survive, European 
statesstates mobilised and controlled all aspects of national resources at an unprecedented level, even in democ-
racies such as France and Britain. The idea that a new understanding of the relationship between the mili-
tary force, the state, and the society would be required for a nation to fight a modern war prevailed in the 
postwar world. This study is a logical extension of the principal investigator’s (PI) previous GRF project 
on the institutionalisation of modern military science in the Fengtian Army and the Nationalist Army 
during the 1920s and 1930s. The previous study illustrated that officers from the two armies formed intel
lectual communities and forged military paradigms for their respective forces instead of merely copying 
lessons from abroad. This study, in turn, will reconstruct the discussions among the officers over the issues 
of new tactics, the role of technology in future warfare, and the reforms necessary for the state and society. 
These discussions were governed by the social, political, economic, and geographical contexts faced by 
different military factions in China. To illustrate the importance of the regional context, this study will 
cover not only the above-mentioned armies but also the Guangxi Clique (guixi) and the Guangdong Clique 
(yuexi).(yuexi). The reform measures taken by these officers will also be studied and evaluated. By looking at the 
officers’ vision of future warfare during the 1930s, we can gain a better understanding of the Chinese mili-
tary between 1918 and 1937, a period that was usually overshadowed by the wars between the Chinese Na-
tionalist and Communist parties and the role of German advisors. It will also allow us to gain a better un-
derstanding of the process through which the Chinese officers transformed their military according to for-
eign experiences and conditions in China, and enhance our understanding of the spread of military science 
in the world after the First World War.

Project title: 
Envisioning Future Warfare in China: Tactics, Technology, State, and National 
Mobilisation, 1914-1937 (HK$472,000)



Abstract:
ThisThis project examines two of the critical transformations of the nineteenth century: the rise of the modern 
corporation and the development of the modern city. By looking at the relationship between the first rail-
road corporation in the United States, the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O), and its terminal city, Baltimore, this 
project shows that these two processes were intertwined in ways that historians have not yet recognized. 
Studying the corporation through the lens of urban history will contribute to a rapidly developing field, the 
history of capitalism. Historians have been attentive to the cultural dimensions of nineteenth-century capi-
talism, but this project will emphasize its spatial dynamics: the ways in which the development of capitalist 
institutions and ideologies entailed remaking urban space and reimagining economic geography. The rail-
road is widely recognized as a crucial agent in the development of the global economy, noted particularly 
for its critical role in the nineteenth-century’s “annihilation of time and space.” The unprecedented chal-
lenges of coordinating operations across hundreds of miles led railroad companies to develop business 
practices that later became standard procedures for large corporations. Yet the earliest railroads began not 
as engines of private profit but as agents of urban ambition. Baltimore’s municipal government launched 
the B&O in 1827 as a public project in the hopes that it would bolster the local economy. By 1877, though, 
the B&O’s private stockholders unhinged the company from its local moorings in order to manage it as an 
independent profit-seeking entity. This project suggests that to understand how an ambitious municipal 
project became a modern capitalist enterprise, we must look to an unlikely place – the city street. Applying 
tools of spatial analysis from urban studies to the field of business history, it will argue that competing vi-
sions of capitalism developed amid conflicts over the use of public space. As the railroad placed iron tracks 
in public thoroughfares to funnel shipments through Baltimore, it remade the street as a place of mecha-
nized movement within a privately controlled communications system. In doing so, railroad executives re-
imagined the city as a “mere place of transit,” a node in a transnational economic network. It is a concep-
tion of the city that survives to this day in the notion of the “global city,” a place defined by its position in 
worldwide information systems. This project aims to show that the streets of nineteenth-century Baltimore 
can help us understand the origins of twenty-first century urbanism.

Project title: 
Making the Capitalist City: The B&O Railroad and Urban Space in Baltimore, 
1827-1877 (HK$201,981)





Abstract:
TheThe proposed project aims at reconstructing the history of mass production of bronzes in China between 
500 and 300 BC. Barbara Keyser and Robert Bagley have reconstructed the pattern-block method of 
bronze casting in approximately 500 BC, which lays the foundation of this study. However, there are vari-
ous other methods of mass production unknown to scholars, including the component-model and multi-
ple-transfer methods, altogether proposed as a new hypothesis established by the principal investigator’s 
(PI). Bronze casters in this period had adopted these methods in producing bronze mirrors, vessels, and 
sculptures. To prepare the clay models and molds for mass-producing these bronzes, casters had to manip-
ulate multiple transfers between the models and molds formed by clay components, which were eventually 
shown as delicate componential surface decorations on the bronzes. Within these technological contexts, 
bronzes whose shapes and decorations are completely identical were cast, and the components of their sur-
face decorations would be identical to those on other bronzes. The operation of their foundries also desired 
a higher efficiency of production, intelligent division of labor, and an assembly-line method. Active eco
nomic activities, a booming population, a convenient transportation system, and high social mobility are 
some of the reasons explaining the mass production and consumption of bronzes. Future scholars of this 
field cannot ignore the facts that mass production of bronzes had significantly shaped socio-economic ac-
tivities during this period. However, it is very difficult to locate evidence of mass-produced bronzes since 
they had been scattered throughout the world after over 2,000 years. The PI has already identified thirteen 
groups of mass-produced mirrors but more evidence is needed to validate the hypothesis. The PI and two 
co-investigators (Co-I) propose to develop and improve four tools to efficiently collect more datasets of 3D 
models of bronzes to constitute the evidence. This study consequently requires an interdisciplinary ap-
proach by incorporating assistance from computer scientists. A portable 3D scanner, computer programs 
that automatically generate, superimpose, and match 3D models, and an online database are needed to 
enable experimentations to identify mass-produced bronzes and their identical components. We will make 
extensive research trips to museums and archaeological institutes to digitally record the bronzes of interest. 
Any 3D models of bronzes that superimpose perfectly during the experiments will prove that they were 
mass-produced in these foundries. The application of 3D technology to the field of mass production will 
inspire new methodologies in art historical and archaeological studies.

Project title: 
The Mass Production of Bronzes in 500-300 BC China (HK$770,480)

The Department offers its congratulations to the six faculty members for their accomplishments on receiving 
the well-deserved awards, announced on 30 June, 2016. 







The Class of 2016, including BA (Hons) in History, BSSc (Hons) in China Studies – History Concentration, 
and BA (Hons) in History and BEd (Hons) in liberal Studies Teaching, took the graduation photos during late 
May and early June. Most of the members of the Department joined the photo taking sessions and shared the 
happiness with the Class of 2016. The Department of History sends out sincere congratulations and best wishes 
to the Class of 2016!

Class of 2016 Graduation Photo-taking Day

BA (Hons) in History

BA (Hons) in History and BEd (Hons) in Liberal Studies Teaching

BSSc (Hons) in China Studies - 
History Concentration



◆Dr. Lei Chin-hau LEI, Visiting Lecturer
 Effective from 15 June 2016

◆Miss Yiqiao WANG, Research Assistant
 Effective from 15 July 2016

◆Miss Hoi-ching LEUNG, Student Research Assistant (Undergraduate Summer Re- 
 search Programme)
 Effective from 13 June 2016

◆Miss Tianpei CHEN, Student Research Assistant (Undergraduate Summer Re-
 search Programme)
 Effective from 15 June 2016

◆Mr. Chin-chung YUEN, P/T Senior Research Assistant
  Effective from 11 August 2016

◆Miss Joan Wai-kwan CHAN, Executive Assistant
 Effective from 1 July 2016









BA (Hons) in History & Diploma in Education programme (2+2), Year 4





BA (Hons) in History & Diploma in Education programme (2+2), Year 4



BA (Hons) in History & BEd (Hons) in Liberal Studies Teaching, Year 4



BA (Hons) in History & BEd (Hons) in Liberal Studies Teaching, Year 4



BA (Hons) & BEd (Hons), HKBU, 2012
MA, CUHK, 2013
PhD candidate, Division of Chinese, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, 2015 – present



BA (Hons), HKBU, 2013

















4. Time Capsule Ceremony



5. Time Capsule Participation and Donation Form



 

https://exmail.hkbu.edu.hk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=vaSEmIzmOI1yEPThk6gCrhsFU8UffHJNryCQ2oPXDlUlbAmCz6DTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AYQBhAG8ALgBoAGsAYgB1AC4AZQBkAHUALgBoAGsALwBmAGkAbABlAG0AYQBuAGEAZwBlAHIAXwB6AG0AcwAvAGMAbwBtAG0AbwBuAC8AZABvAG4AYQB0AGkAbwBuAC8AQQBsAHUAbQBuAGkAXwBEAG8AbgBhAHQAaQBvAG4AXwBDAGEAbQBwAGEAaQBnAG4AXwAyADAAMQA2AF8AbQBhAGcAYQB6AGkAbgBlAF8ASABJAFMAVAAuAHAAZABmAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2faao.hkbu.edu.hk%2ffilemanager_zms%2fcommon%2fdonation%2fAlumni_Donation_Campaign_2016_magazine_HIST.pdf
http://aao.hkbu.edu.hk/en/news/index.php?id=127&record=48


 

 

http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/giving.html
https://foundation.hkbu.edu.hk/en/donation#.V3TzzPl96Ul
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