




Prof. Kai-wing Chow is going to retire from HKBU at the end of this academic year 
To celebrate this occasion, the Department organized a reception in honor of his re-
tirement. The gathering was held at SWT 501 (Council Chamber, Shaw Tower) on 
28 April 2016 (Thursday) to extend our appreciation and respect to Prof. Kai-wing 
Chow for his 36-years of dedicated service to the Department and HKBU. The re-
ception was a full house event. Over 100 participants, including faculty members of 
the Department, History Majors from various programmes, colleagues from other 
departments and units, alumni and old friends, attended the reception.

The Reception began with an introduction by the emcee, Mr. Joseph Wing-chung 

.

Liu. Meanwhile, a PowerPoint slide show, which contained background information of Prof. Chow, warm 
messages from alumni, and plenty of precious old photos of Prof. Chow, were also presented during the Recep-
tion.

Following the introduction, Prof. Chow gave a sharing 
to recap his HKBU memories and to express his thank-
fulness to all members of the Department, especially 
Prof. Kai-yin Lam and Prof. Kam-keung Lee, for their 
kindness and support over the past three decades. 



Following Prof. Chow’s sharing, Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho (Head of Department) delivered an address on 
behalf of the Department. She announced that the “Chow Kai Wing Scholarship”, donated by Mr. Sing-kit Yip 
(History alumnus, Class of 1984) has been established and will give an annual award from the AY2016 – 17. 
Significantly, Mr. Sing-kit Yip supported the event by attending in person.

Prof. Ricardo King-sang Mak (Director of the Advanced Institute for Contemporary China Studies), Dr. Timo-
thy Man-kong Wong (Director of China Studies Programme) and Prof. Yu-lok Chiu (Vice-President of 
Modern Chinese History Society of Hong Kong) also delivered speeches to pay tribute to Prof. Chow for his 
notable service and invaluable contribution to different academic units. Prof. Kai-yin Lam and Prof. 
Kam-keung Lee, both of whom are close friends and colleagues of Prof. Chow, talked about their decades of 
intellectual exchange. Besides, two undergraduate student representatives, Miss Carmen Ka-ming Au (BA 
[Hons][Hons] in History, Year 3; Former President of the History Society) and Mr. Ken Kit-hung Ng (BSSc [Hons] 
in China Studies – History, Year 2; Former Academic Officer of the China Studies Society) gave speeches ex-
pressing appreciation for Prof. Chow’s accomplishments in education and scholarships and wished him all the 
best in the next stage of his life. Moreover, Miss Yanqi Cheng, the representative of research postgraduate stu-
dents, also gave a short speech to express his gratitude towards Prof. Chow for his supervision.



Prof. Ho, Prof. Chung, Prof. Lee, Prof. Mak, Dr. Karen Zhihua Xu (Assistant Director of the Advanced Insti-
tute for Contemporary China Studies), and Dr. Wong presented souvenirs to Prof. Chow. The student represen-
tatives presented a fountain pen writing set and a calligraphy to Prof. Chow.

A group photo was taken at the end of the reception in order to capture this memorable event. The reception 
was followed by a buffet lunch outside the venue.



The reception was filled with warmth and good cheer. The Department wishes Prof. Chow continued success 
and happiness in his retirement.







History undergraduates and postgraduate students who are holders of various awards, were invited to attend the 
“Scholarship and Bursary Donors’ Tea Reception 2015 – 2016” held by the Office of Student Affairs on 26 
April 2016. The event intends to offer a chance for the scholarships/ bursaries recipients to express their thank-
fulness to the donors in person. According to the Programme Booklet distributed at reception, 26 awards have 
been won by History students. Below is a list of the awardees:

History Students Awarded a Host of Scholarships (2016.4.26)









The “2016 Information Session for Freshmen” was organized by the History Depart-
ment on 11 April 2016 (Monday). About 90 year one students from the SOSC 
broad-based admission, China Studies, and double degree (Liberal Studies Teaching) 
programmes attended the event. 

Moreover, the committee members of BA/BSSc (Hons) broad-based programme advisors, including Prof. 
Stephanie Po-yin Chung, Dr. Chi-man Kwong and Dr. Yuen-han Law, took turns to introduce different aspects 
of the Department, such as the profiles of academic and teaching staff as well as research postgraduate students, 
the research areas of the Department, the features and requirements of programmes offered by the Department, 
new and revised courses, and scholarship opportunities. A video clip, which demonstrated the fruitful U-life in 
the Department, was played during the event. 

Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho (Head of History Depart-
ment) delivered a welcome address for the opening of 
the event. She also extended warm greetings to all fresh-
men who participated in the event and pointed out that 

faculty members of the Department are very happy to guide them through the 
major/concentration application process. Furthermore, she stressed that the 
doors of the Department are always open to students and teachers will readily be 
available to provide any extra support.



After a buffet dinner, students divided themselves into five groups according to their different academic inter-
ests. Friendly conversations and interactions took place in all groups, led by teachers, departmental-appointed 
peer mentors, and some current majors. Overall, the event provided participating freshmen with a better under-
standing of the Department.



The “2016 Postgraduate Research Fora (MPhil Students)” was held by the Depart-
ment at SWT 702 on 14 April 2016 (Thursday). Five MPhil candidates of the Depart-
ment－Ms. Yat-law Al, Mr. Wai-li Chu, Mr. Shing-yin Hon, Mr. Hin-wai Lee and Mr. 
Kenneth Ka-kin Wong－delivered presentations about their recent research. Dr. Cath-
erine Ladds and Dr. Michael Hoeckelmann, Research Postgraduate Advisors and 
Postgraduate Research Fora Coordinators, served as facilitators in the two sessions re-
spectively. 

2016 Postgraduate Research Fora (MPhil Students) 
(2016.4.14)



In the first session, Miss Yat-Law Al introduced her research in a talk entitled 
“Coastal Piracy: Pirates of Fujian in the Late Ming Dynasty.” She examined the in-
terrelationships between the merchants, the fishermen and the pirates of Fujian and 
explained how their relationships were transformed. She also investigated the eco-
nomic context of Fujian with the help of juridical casebooks, in which an intersec-
tion between political ideologies and socio-economic context could be shown, to 
re-examine the practice of unofficial trade in the late Ming period.

Mr. Wai-li Chu introduced his research in a talk entitled "The 1967 Riots and Brit-
ish Policy over Hong Kong's Future, 1967-1969." His study looked at how and 
why the British Government viewed its stance in Hong Kong pessimistically. He 
discovered that its withdrawal from the Far East, its deteriorating relations with 
Hong Kong, and its desire to improve relations with China were the reasons for 
such British thought.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
From left to right:
Ms. Yat-law Al, Dr. Catherine Ladds and Mr. Wai-li Chu.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
From left to right:
Mr. Kenneth Ka-kin Wong, Mr. Shing-yin Hon, Dr. Michael 
Hoeckelmann and Mr. Hin-wai Lee.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



Finally, Mr. Kenneth Ka-kin Wong introduced his research entitled “Striving to 
Preserve Order and Discipline: Military Justice System of The Imperial Japanese 
Army and Navy in the Early Meiji Era (1868-1881).” His talk focused on the mili-
tary justice system and the jurisdiction of the country and supreme command au-
thority in the Meiji and Taisho era. He examined the relationship among Military 
justice system, order and discipline. He also investigated the history of war crimes 
and the practice of military justice system during wartime. 



---------------------
Prof. Jen-der Lee 
---------------------



In Prof. Lee’s lecture, she explained that women participated in healthcare since antiquity and they were ex-
pected to protect their reproductive body, to nourish children, and to attend to the elders. She indicated that his-
torical sources indicate women’s familiarity with knowledge of healing, but their service was often over-
looked, if not criticized. However, women were depicted as either innocent or fragile patients in male authored 
medical texts, but their sacrifices in domestic cares often left strong and determinant images. Thus, she elabo-
rate a story of a Tang woman torn between the obligations of being a filial daughter and a loving mother in 
order to use it as a point of departure to illustrate women’s roles in healthcare and the gendered perception of 
their body in Chinese medical history.



 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Above:
Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho presented a souvenir to Dr. Bernard 
Chang and Ms. Tina M. Tong.

Left:
Dr.Dr. Bernard Chang and Ms. Tina M. Tong presented a souvenir to 
Prof. Jen-der Lee.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Reported by Miss Joan Wai-kwan Chan







Four postgraduate students from Mainland China and Singapore were invited by the 
Department to participate in the 4th Global Social Sciences Graduate Students Con-
ference, which was hosted and sponsored by the Faculty of Social Sciences at Madam 
Kwok Chung Bo Fun Sports and Cultural Centre on 22 April 2016. It is an annual in-
ternational academic conference that covers the main fields of the social sciences. The 
Conference not only provided a productive space for postgraduate students to ex-
change new ideas and experiences, but also offered an opportunity for young research
ers to build up connections with their peers or even explore possibilities for future col-
laboration. 

The four students presented their papers in Session 6 (History). Significantly, Mr. Theara THUN from National 
University of Singapore won the Best Paper Award and also received the Best Presentation Award at the end 
of the Conference. Two postgraduate students of the Department also participated in the Conference. The titles 
of their presentations are as follows:

Reported by Miss Zhihui Lin

The Department Nominated Four Graduate Students from Singapore and Mainland 
China to Join the 4th Global Social Sciences Graduate Students Conference 

(2016.4.22)



Names Titles

Mr. Theare THUN

The Evolution of the Awareness of “Identity”

 The Role of Evolutionary Discourse in Intellectuals' Dilemma 
of Historical Progress in Late Qing to Early Republic——Lu 
Xun as a Case Study
 TThe Epistemic Transition between Traditional and Modern 
Perceptions in Historical Writing in Cambodia
  The Formation of Northern Nomadic Groups’ Ethnic Identity 
Consciousness——Taking Ancient Uighur’s Name Changing 
as a Turning Point
  Transformation of the Shanghai Stock Market - A Case Study 
of the Jewish Merchant Community, 1890s-1940s

The Transition of Images and Identity of Japanese Army in 
Early Meiji Period



To recognize the work of secretaries and other administrative support professional, the Department celebrated 
the Secretary’s / Administrative Professional’s Day on 27 April 2016. A lunch gathering was organized by the 
Department on that day in order to express their sincere appreciation to Ms. Renee Yuet-mei Chan, Mr. Joseph 
Wing-chung Liu, Miss Crystal Ka-ying Poon and Miss Joan Wai-kwan Chan, and for their growing and diverse 
administrative contributions to the Department.

Secretary’s / Administrative Professional’s Day Celebration (2016.4.27)



The “2015 – 16 Faculty-Student Consultative Meeting” was held at SWT 501 on 
28 April 2016 with an aim to provide an effective means of communication be-
tween staff and students at the end of the academic year. It is a platform for stu-
dents to share their opinions about the Department. All faculty members are eager 
to hear student voices and address concerns related to teaching and learning activi-
ties. History Majors in various programmes and faculty members participated ac-
tively in the Meeting.

In the meeting, Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho reported on recent developments of the 
Department in AY2015-16.  Detailed information about the Peer Mentoring Pro-

gram, the Time Capsule Project as well as exchange and internship opportunities were introduced by Dr. David 
Schley Dr. Kin-sum (Sammy) Li, Prof. Cindy Yik-yi Chu, Dr. Bettina Dietz and Dr. Ka-chai Tam, respective-
ly.



In addition, Dr. Timothy Man-kong Wong chaired a discussion session to encourage History Majors to share 
their views and opinions in different issues, including further support for student development, ways of 
strengthening communication between the Department and History Majors, and alumni reconnection. Faculty 
members also gave sharing about teaching and learning behaviors and they promised that they will pay all their 
effort on supporting History Majors’ U-life at HKBU.



Prof. Ka-wing CHOW (Professor)

Prof. Stephanie Po-yin CHUNG (Professor)

Dr. Michael HOECKELMANN (Assistant Professor)



Dr. Ka-lai CHAN (P/T Lecturer)





This past term I have had the opportunity to teach a small but lively cohort 
of students in my HIST4406/2760 Asia on America’s Screen course. The 
majority of the group came from Europe - particularly France - and also 
from Germany and the UK, but Hong Kong and Mainland China were rep-
resented as well. We learned so much from each other! There is something 
about looking at films as historical texts that makes for a lively classroom 
atmosphere and an opportunity for genuine critical reflection. We dis-
cussed the ways in which Hollywood films have distorted images of Asia, 
its peoples and cultures. At the same time, strong historical connections 
existed all along the way. From the silent film era to the latest action block-
busters, Hong Kong and other Asian cities are, in Hollywood, often ren-
dered as exotic and romantic or as sites of contagion or authoritarianism. 
Such characterizations of Asia on screen usually have more to do with the 
filmmakers themselves than any version of reality. However, the “imaginings” of Asia that are seen in various 
films can be illuminating for what they teach us about what is going on in a particular society or moment in 
time. We may not learn much about an actual historical figure or event, but we will learn a great deal about the 
anxieties circulating in society at a particular moment in time.

AlthoughAlthough we explored case studies from various parts of Asia including Vietnam. Hong Kong, Mainland 
China, Japan, India, and Pakistan, we spent a significant amount of time looking at Hong Kong cinema as a 
global cinema that tells stories of cross-cultural encounter, migration, war, social change, and rising economic 
and political fortunes. More recently, Hong Kong filmmakers have collaborated with studios in China to make 
cinematic co-productions that are drawing large audiences across Asia and beyond. These co-productions not 
only offer a way to keep the Hong Kong film industry afloat, they challenge Hollywood’s dominance in un-
precedentedprecedented ways. To this end, in the final weeks of the term we explored the recent expansion of cinematic 
co-productions making headlines as China rises to become the world’s largest domestic film market. Cultural 
history, gender identity, national myths, racial ideology, and Sino-US relations were some of the topics we dis-
cussed. Cinema as an archive of cultural memory as well as a form of entertainment is a valuable treasure in 
any culture. To explore that archive with students from all over the world has been a memorable experience.



BA (Hons) in History, Year 2



BSSc (Hons) in China Studies - History, Year 2



BA (Hons), HKBU, 2005







4. Time Capsule Participation and Donation Form
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