




The History Department is excited to report that the number of international students (both from overseas and 
mainland) registering courses offered by the Department has reached the highest rate of growth in recent years. 
From AY2014-15 to 2015-16, the number of international students who took courses offered by the Depart-
ment increased by about 55% in Semester 1 and nearly 70%  in Semester 2. The number of international stu-
dents grew at its quickest pace and the remarkable growth confirmed that the teaching programmes of the De-
partment have already shifted into high gear.
\

In AY 2015-2016, more than 35% of the HIST/CHSH courses offered for undergraduate students were regis-
tered by the exchange students in Semester 1. Significantly, the number has maintained its substantial growth 
in the current semester insomuch as a very large number of international students enrolled in the courses of-
fered by the Department, achieving nearly 45% quarter-over-quarter growth. Below is a list of courses with in-
ternational student enrollments in Semester 2:

HIST 3217/3890 Nineteenth Century European History

HIST 3207/2750 History of the United States since 1877

HIST 3116/2220 Foreign Relations of Modern China

HIST 3107 Early Imperial China
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HIST 4316 Global History of the Seas, 1400–1950

HIST 4325 History of Africa since Independence

HIST 4406/2760 Topic Studies in Cultural History:
Asia on America’s Screen

HIST 4315 Introduction to Museum Studies

HIST 4216/3690 United States Diplomacy since 1898

HIST/CHSH 4135/3730 Topic Studies in Chinese History:
Historical Geography of China

HIST 3316/3110 Western Diplomacy in Modern Asia



The instructors of these courses have successfully created a positive classroom atmosphere to get international 
students engaged. Furthermore, they provided adequate opportunities to establish and maintain effective 
cross-cultural communication in their classes. Hence, international students are currently satisfied with the 
courses offered by the Department and some of them would like to share their own experience and feelings:

The courses (HIST 3107 Early Imperial China, HIST 3116/2220 Foreign Relations of Modern 
China, HIST 4315 Introduction to Museum Studies and HIST 3316/3110 Western Diplomacy in 
Modern Asia) at both institutions are quite similar. However I feel more inclined to study Asian 
history rather than European history as it is all new to me.

In the class of HIST 3107 Early Imperial China, the entire subject is fascinating. I knew very little 
about early imperial China before this class but now have a greater understanding on the topic. 
Also, the Professor has been great and his lessons are always fascinating.

Also,Also, this class of HIST 3116/2220 Foreign Relations of Modern China is great and all aspects re-
lated to this module are great. This module is a highly educational one. It is always great to attend 
this class. The lecturer is really good and great at explaining things. 

In addition, I find HIST 4315 Introduction to Museum Studies to be highly educational. The 
lesson structure is great and we always have an opportunity to voice our opinions. It is great and 
I am so glad that I chose it. It is always an interesting class to attend. The lecturer is great at ex-
plaining things and always helpful.

Moreover, in the class of HIST 3316/3110 Western Diplomacy in Modern Asia, we not only ex-
amine the colonies in Asia, but also look at trade routes, and even discuss the conflicts which took 
place. I have enjoyed this course. The lectures have been thought provoking and very informa-
tive.

Greg Aaron Francis, United Kingdom of Great Britain



I find that the engaging teaching skill of the professor is the most impressive point in the class 
(HIST 3207/2750 History of the United States since 1877). He put more emphasis on tutorials 
and quizzes throughout the semester. That’s really good!

Johanna Maarja Tiik, Estonia

In the class of HIST 4325 History of Africa since Independence, the lecturer uses different ap-
proaches to address history with international perspective. The differences between this course 
that I studied in my home country is the assessment, structure, and looking broadly at necessary 
countries/ continents. Overall, the lecturer applies different and well-organized system on teach-
ing.

Sabrina Melo, Australia

The lecturer is very impressive and passionate in the class of HIST 4406/2760 Topic Studies in 
Cultural History: Asia on America’s Screen. Moreover, she is very patient when checking our as-
signments.

Li Aiying, China

The mixture of opinions on different topics impressed me deeply in the class of HIST 3207/2750 
History of the United States since 1877. There is less discussion here but the course is very infor-
mative.

Susannah Louise Stocks, England

The course (HIST 3316/3110 Western Diplomacy in Modern Asia) is in English so I can speak 
my mind more easily.

Gabrielle Estellie Colette Fontaine, France



The world is increasingly globalized, and there is no doubt that international experience has become one 
of the significant components of 21st century education. Thus, it would be beneficial for local undergradu-
ates to gain more international exchange experience to succeed in today's globalised world. The Depart-
ment will continue to make efforts to internationalize its curriculum and prepare History Majors for inter-
national competition in the future.



 

http://digital.lib.hkbu.edu.hk/sunyatsen/
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From left to right:
Professor Clara Wing-chung Ho (Head of History, HKBU), Mr. Li Hexie (Senior Former Vice President of the Luen Thai International 
Group Ltd.), Professor Rick W.K. Wong (Vice-President [Research and Development]), Dr. Henry Tan (BBS, JP, CEO of the Luen Thai 
International Group Ltd.), Professor Frank H. Fu (Associate Vice-President and Secretary-General, HKBU Foundation), Ms. Lily Chan 
(Director of the University Advancement Office), and Mr. Paul Lee (Acting University Librarian).
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Officiating at the opening ceremony were Dr. Henry Tan (BBS, JP, CEO of the Luen Thai International 
Group Ltd.), Professor Rick W.K. Wong (Vice-President [Research and Development]) and Professor 
Frank H. Fu (Associate Vice-President and Secretary-General, HKBU Foundation). Mr. Li Hexie (Senior 
Former Vice-President of the Luen Thai International Group Ltd.), Ms. Lily Chan (Director of the Univer-
sity Advancement Office), Professor Clara Wing-chung Ho (Head of History, HKBU) and Mr. Paul Lee 
(Acting University Librarian) also participated in the ribbon-cutting ceremony.



The Ceremony was followed by three subsequent sessions, including a 
demonstration of the Database, two public lectures as well as a video introduc-
tion. Two distinguished speakers, Professor Chen Yunqian from the Centre 
for the Study of the Republic of China at Nanjing University and Professor 

------------------------Prof. Chen Yunqian------------------------

--------------------------------Prof. Joseph Sun-pao Ting--------------------------------

Joseph Sun-pao Ting from the Department of History of The Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, delivered lectures entitled “On the Political and Cultural 
Dimensions of Sun Yat-sen Parks” and “On the Establishment and Political 
Connotation of the Huanghua Gang Commemoration Park” respectively. In 
Prof. Chen’s lecture, she explained that the emergence of a large number of 

Sun Yat-sen parks in China was a result of nationwide worship for Sun 
launched by Kuomintang (Chinese Nationalist Party), which aimed to inter-
nalize the symbol of Sun into the everyday life of Chinese. She also indicated 
the importance of Sun Yat-sen parks on constituting the collective memory 
of Sun and practicing Nationalism in contemporary China. In the second lec-
ture, Prof. Ting introduced the importance of the Huanghuagang revolt and 
the establishment of a magnificent memorial on the site of Huanghuagang in 
the northern suburb of Canton. He further explained that the political signifi-
cance of the Huanghuagang 72 Martyr Cemetery on infusing and romanticiz-

romanticizing the exercise of governmental power in order to strengthen political legitimacy and deepen 
nationalistic impact.
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Congratulations

It is indeed my great privi-
lege to be able to work at 
the Department of History. 
Time flies. I have been 

around for 20 years. I am grateful for my 
colleagues’ support and care. I am equally 
grateful to my students, undergraduate and 
postgraduate alike, who inspire me through 
their questions and papers in my courses. 
My elder daughter once told me that I was 
very lucky – getting paid to do what I enjoy 
– which I think she is correct.– which I think she is correct.
 
If there is anything that I can do to enable 
you to acquire a better learning, do come to 
see and tell me!

Words from Dr. WONG ...

When I joined the depart-
ment I could not imagine 
reading about my substanti-
ation and promotion in its 
newsletter one day. Very happy news!

Words from Dr. DIETZ ...

Dr. Timothy Man-kong Wong 
Received Long Service Award 

(2016.3.8)

Dr. Bettina Dietz
Substantiated and Promoted to 

Associate Professor 
(effective from 2016.9.1)

Congratulations!

In recognition and appreciation of the dedication of 
long-serving members in various departments and 
their contributions to the development of HKBU, 
the University presented Long Service Awards to 
colleagues on the 60th Anniversary Founders’ Day 
Thanksgiving Service, which was held at the Aca-
demic Community Hall on 8 March 2015. 

Dr. Timothy Man-kong Wong, Associate Professor 
of the Department, received the award for 20 years 
of service this year. The Department wishes to 
extend its sincere gratitude and appreciation to Dr. 
Wong for his dedication, commitment and excel-
lent performance.

The Department is excited to announce that Dr. 
Bettina Dietz has been substantiated and promoted 
to Associate Professor with effect from 1 Septem-
ber 2016. The Department would like to express its 
sincere congratulations to Dr. Dietz for her tremen-
dous contribution to the Department by her exem-
plary teaching, first-class research, and dedicated 
services over the past few years.





 

http://www.acfun.tv/v/ac2530233
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The “2016 Postgraduate Research Fora (PhD Students)” was held by the Department 
at SWT 702 on 17 March 2016 (Thursday). Five PhD candidates of the Department, 
including Mr. Kelvin Yu-hin Ho, Miss Zhihui Lin, Mr. Kai-yiu Lau, Miss Jessie 
Yuk-chui Kong and Mr. Thomas Oliver Marling, delivered presentations about their 
recent research. Dr. Catherine Ladds and Dr. Michael Hoeckelmann, Research Post-
graduate Advisors and Postgraduate Research Fora Coordinators, served as facilita-
tors in the two sessions respectively. At the beginning of the event, Dr. Ladds and Dr. 
Hoeckelmann pointed out that the Fora is designed to provide a platform for research 
postgraduate students (RPgs) to communicate with each other and exchange their 
ideas. Furthermore, it can equip RPgs with effective oral communication and presen-
tation skills in order to prepare them to participate actively in international conferences. Significantly, the Fora 
will be envisioned as an annual event.

2016 Postgraduate Research Fora (PhD Students) 
(2016.3.17)



In the first session, Mr. Kelvin Yu-hin Ho introduced his research entitled “Lock-
smiths and Lock Users: A Study of the Lock-Making Industry in Ming-Qing 
China.” He attempted to examine the history and culture of locks production be-
tween state and local society and to further elaborate the historical interrelationship 
between lock producers and users as well as the correlation between “how objects 
were made,” “why objects were made” and “who made objects.” Moreover, he ex-
plained that his research will focus on the examinations of the lock-making industry 
in Ming-Qing China through the lens of locksmiths and lock users.

Miss Zhihui Lin introduced her research entitled “Telling through Needles and 
Threads: The Social History of Cantonese Embroiderers in the 18th and 19th Cen-
turies.” She investigated the technical, relational, economic aspect of Cantonese 
embroiderers. Furthermore, she aimed to explore the social history of a community 
of artisans in the treaty-port Cantonese regions in the 18th and 19th centuries 
through the relation between artisanal knowledge, production-related organization 
and industrialization.

Mr. Kai-yiu Lau introduced his research entitled “The Life and Thought of Tang 
Wenzhi.” He indicated that Tang Wenzhi, who was one of the important neo-Confu-
cian moral philosophers in modern China, was greatly influenced by the Neo-Con-
fucianism so he spent his whole life on the pursuance and exercise of “Dao 道” and 
had completed a mission of spreading the importance of self-cultivation by reading 
Chinese literary classics.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
From left to right:
Miss Zhihui Lin, Dr. Michael Hoeckelmann, Mr. Kelvin 
Yu-hin Ho and Mr. Kai-yiu Lau.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
From left to right:
Mr. Thomas Oliver Marling, Dr. Catherine Ladds and Miss 
Jessie Yuk-chui Kong.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------



In the second session, Miss Jessie Yuk-chui Kong introduced her research entitled 
"The Transformation of Jewish Economic Activities in Asia (in 1930s and 1940s) – 
A Case Study of the Kadoorie Family". The research is focusing on the historical 
perspective of the economic activities of the Jewish merchants in the early 20th cen-
tury of China. The presentation was a brief historical retrospect of the origin of 
Jewish diaspora, the trade route of the Sephardi Jews, and the economic activities of 
the Sephardi Jews in the Far East.

Mr. Thomas Oliver Marling’s presentation was entitled “The Role of Performance 
and Play in the Reinscribing of Urban Space in Tianjin during the Boxer Uprising.” 
He explained that like many other political organizations, the Boxers strategically 
made use of and reinvented past traditions in establishing themselves and in garner-
ing a considerable mass of supporters. Through reinforcing existing norms as folk 
traditions, literature, incantations and martial arts became common points of inter-
est that simultaneously established a sense of familiarity and connection whilst im
posing and demonstrating a new expression of authority and power. Furthermore, the Boxer Uprising’s strate-
gic utilization of urban space also paved the way for the emergence of a new urban space: through networking 
the everyday world with sites of “non-everyday” practices, the Boxers reinscribed urban space in Tianjin 
through folk performances and play.



The Department will hold another session for MPhil students to present their research on 14 April 2016.



Reported by Miss Joan Wai-kwan Chan



Prof. Ricardo King-sang MAK (Professor), Prof. Kai-wing CHOW (Professor) & Dr. Timothy 
Man-kong WONG (Associate Professor)

Prof. Ricardo King-sang MAK (Professor)







Dear students,

AsAs the term paper/ exam season is approaching. We understand that you may feel stressful. Some of you 
may even feel upset or lost. As your learning partners, your professors are someone that you can trust and 
turn to. Please do not hesitate to talk to your professors whenever necessary, or make use of the on-campus 
counselling facilities. Although the weather has been very unsteady recently, the Department will do its 
best to provide a blue sky for you. In the following pages, our professors have put down warm words to 
cheer you up. We wish you success in overcoming all challenges ahead!

Words from Prof. Clara Wing-chung HO ...

There are unavoidably lots of hiccups throughout your life.  It will be more pro-
ductive to view each of them as a learning opportunity rather than indulging your-
self in sad and negative feelings when things do not happen as you wish.  We 
know for sure that the sun will rise when the darkness is gone.  We live to enjoy, 
not to suffer. Wear a smile, and the world will smile to you.

Words from Prof. Kai-wing CHOW ...



Words from Prof. Cindy Yik-yi CHU ...

Find joy in small things and be happy to learn new stuff, such as 
taking photos and listening to different music. Get someone to talk to 
no matter what you encounter. Life is a matter of faith, forgiveness, 
and perseverance.

Words from  Prof. Stephanie Po-yin CHUNG ...

When the root is deep, there is no reason to fear the wind.

Words from Prof. Ricardo King-sang MAK ...

Words from Dr. Timothy Man-kong WONG ...

Take time to rest and play for it is the source of strength.

Take time to love and share for it enrichs the meaning of life.

Take time to study for it paves your way to the empowering journey.

Manage your time for a fuller life.

Words from Dr. Bettina DIETZ ...

If you need advice or support, most often it is best to ask for it 
early enough. Apart from friends and family, a trusted teacher can 
be the right person to talk to. And don't overlook that you can also 
turn to the Counselling & Development Centre of our university.



Words from Dr. Michael HOECKELMANN ...

When I was an undergraduate, our professor liked to say: 'Enjoy 
yourselves while you are still young!' Although he was right, I al-
ready knew that the life of a student is not as relaxing as many people 
like to think. Having to balance your studies, your social life, and 
most likely a part-time job is extremely demanding, both physically 

and mentally. As your professors, we want you to succeed in life, which is why we ask you 
to work hard, both in- and outside the classroom. However, there are times in your life in 
which everything becomes too much. We want you to trust us in such a situation and let us 
know if the pressure is getting overbearing, so that we can work on a solution together.

Words from Dr. Chi-man KWONG ...

Life is full of frustrations; we all know it and we can do little about it. 
But if you can stand my lectures you can probably overcome any-
thing happen in your life. Try to find a humorous way to face the 
problems; they will suddenly become less intimidating.

Words from Dr. Catherine LADDS ...

As your teachers, we know from our own past experiences as stu-
dents that the final weeks of the semester are stressful and sometimes 
overwhelming. Please know that we are always willing to offer you 
support and guidance, or simply to lend a sympathetic ear.

Words from Dr. David SCHLEY ...

Undergraduate life can feel overwhelming, especially at this point in 

the semester. Don't forget that there are many resources available to 

help you, and you can always stop by the history department for help 

in finding where to go.



Words from Dr. Ka-chai TAM ...

Words from  Dr. Guangxin FAN ...

Words from Dr. Kin-sum (Sammy) LI ...

Words from Prof. Kai-yin LAM ...



Words from Prof. Kam-keung LEE ...

Words from Dr. Wing-chung FAN ...

Words from Dr. Jie DING ...

Words from Dr. Kam-chau KWOK ...



Words from Dr. Raymond Kwun-sun LAU ...

Words from Dr. Yuen-han LAW ...

Words from Dr. Chin-hau LEI ...

Words from Dr. Ka-lai CHAN ...



Words from Dr. Stacilee FORD ...

BSSc (Hons), HKBU, 2008
MPhil, HKBU, 2013
PhD candidate, HKBU, 2014 - present





BA (Hons), HKBU, 2013
MA, CUHK, 2014
PGDE, IED, 2015
MPhil, HKBU, 2016 – present





BA (Hons), HKBU, 2013
Current Position: GC - Research and Developmental Services, Department of History, HKBU



BA (Hons), HKBU, 2014
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