




The award presentation was held in the 3rd floor podium of 
the Academic and Administration Building (AAB) on 21 
January 2016. Many members of the Department as well as 
some History Majors, attended the ceremony and shared Dr. 
Ladds’ honor. 

The award is a much-deserved recognition for Dr. Ladds and 
has brought joy to the Department.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Prof. Sandy S.C. Li, Acting Dean of SOSC Faculty and Head of Educa-
tion Department, presented a certificate to Dr. Catherine Ladds.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. Ladds Won the Faculty Award for Early Career Academic (Research)
(2016.1.21)



a few words from dr. catherine ladds

“I am delighted and honoured to receive this year’s Faculty Award for Early 
Career Academic (Research). I am lucky to work in such a collegial depart-
ment and faculty, which actively encourage and recognise the research 
achievements of junior academics. In particular, I am thankful to my col-
leagues, both in the History Department and the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
who together nurture a very supportive research culture.”



Peer Mentoring Program: Training Session (2016.1.22)

The Department is excited to report that a new Peer Mentorship Program has been launched in this semester. 
The Program is designed to match incoming or struggling students with outstanding History Majors who can 
help them navigate the challenges of academic life. Peer mentors will meet the mentees twice a month in order 
to help the mentees set benchmarks for progress, develop effective study habits, and guide them through the 
history department. Peer mentors will be paid for their time and will receive pedagogical training and certifi-
cates at the annual assembly.

The Department received a considerable number of applications. After much deliberation, ten applicants have 
been selected to serve as mentors. Below is a list of mentors:



Mentors attended a two-hour training session led by Dr. David Schley at the Meeting Room (AAB 1153) of the 
Department on 22 January 2016. During the training session, Dr. Schley shared his experience and gave a lot 
of advice to the mentors. He encouraged the mentors to be active in communicating with mentees and try to 
motivate and inspire them. Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho extended a warm welcome to the mentors at the begin-
ning of the training.



The Department is thrilled to announce that a host of new courses have been offered in this semester. Below is 
a list of the 7 brand new courses offered for the first time:

In addition, there are 2 new courses offered using the existing topic studies format, including HIST/ CHSH 
4135/3730 (Topic Studies in Chinese History: Historical Geography of China) and HIST 4406/ 2760 (Topic 
Studies in Cultural History: Asia on America’s Screen). These courses, which reflect recent developments in 
historical scholarship are offered with the goal of providing a more balanced slate of classes to students. 

ItIt is also worth noting in AY2014-15, the Department created 15 new courses. Together with the 2 new courses 
offered in the last semester (HIST 3226 History of Korea and HIST 3227 Modern History of Singapore), a total 
of 9 out of those 15 courses have been offered in AY2015-16. History Majors generally enjoy exploring those 
new areas and the new courses really mark an exciting moment this semester.

This course will adopt a multi-disciplinary approach to examine the origin and evolu-
tion of food cultures in different parts of China. It will discuss the food culture in dif-
ferent Chinese communities by illustrating the interactions of political, economic, cul-
tural, environmental and technological factors. The instructor hopes that students will 
enjoy the class and will be equipped for analyzing the Chinese food system and its 
global connections.

HIST/CHSH 3325 History of Chinese Food Culture in Global Perspective

Prof. Stephanie Po-yin CHUNG says ...

A Host of New Courses in Semester 2



Dr. Ka-chai TAM says ...

HIST 4137 Legal History of Traditional China

Dr. Kam-chau KWOK says …

HIST/ CHSH 4145 Historical Anthropology of Chinese Society

Dr. Bettina DIETZ says …

HIST/ CHSH 4315 Introduction to Museum Studies
I am teaching “Introduction to Museum Studies” for the first time this semester and 
I am happy to see the interest that it generates among history students and those from 
other departments. I expected this course to be small… Classes have a workshop at-
mosphere and combine lectures, discussions, field trips, guest talks and other activi-
ties. The course introduces students to the history of collecting and exhibiting, meth-
odological approaches in Museum Studies, and, to a certain extent, also to the more 
practical sides of museum work.



Dr. Chi-man KWONG & Dr. Catherine LADDS say …

HIST 4316 Global History of the Seas

Dr. Raymond Kwun-sun LAU says …

HIST 4325 History of Africa since Independence

We feel that this is a great opportunity for us to teach this course together. We are 
going to take a global perspective on the history of the seas from the fifteenth cen-

tury until the twentieth century because the oceans were conduits for the cir-

tory Majors will enjoy exploring a different theme each week, rang-
ing from naval warfare to the history of social communities at sea. 
Furthermore, students will enhance their understanding of the global 
web of connections woven by maritime activity.

culation of goods, people, technologies and ideas. We believe that His-

If you think Africa is just as Economist magazine described as “The Hopeless Conti-

nent,” you can never know the multiple realities of the second largest continent in the 

world. Thus, I am glad to assist you to discover Africa from an interdisciplinary per-

spective. I am sure that you will be capable to unmask the “truth of Africa” through-

out this semester.

Dr. Chin-hau LEI says …

HIST/ CHSH 4327 Topic Studies in Comparative History:
Ancient China Meets the West



Dr. Chin-hau LEI says …

HIST/ CHSH 4135/3730 Topic Studies in Chinese History: 
Historical Geography of China

Dr. Stacilee FORD says …

HIST 4406/ 2760 Topic Studies in Cultural History: 
Asia on America’s Screen

I am looking forward to teaching Asia on America's Screen because it is a course 

that brings history, film, national identity, and globalization into conversation with 

each other. So many of the stereotypes we see in Hollywood films are about US anx-

ieties (the same can be said of many Chinese films about the US) and yet China and 

the US (and much of the rest if the world) are connected through films of all kinds. 

The course is particularly timely as we see critiques of Hollywood's biases in the 

news. We also see stereotypes contested and reinvented in the Hollywood/Hong 

Kong/PRCKong/PRC co-productions that are becoming more common today. To be able to 

discuss these issues with students from all over the world is particularly interesting. 

History matters at the movies!



A lunchtime gathering in honor of Prof. Weijing Lu, who joined the Department as a Visiting University 
Fellow, and Dr. Catherine Ladds, who has won the Faculty Award for Early Career Academic (Research), was 
organized on 6 January 2016 at the Staff Canteen in HSH Campus. Most of the members of the Department 
gathered to bid goodbye to Prof. Lu and extend their congratulations to Dr. Ladds for her achievement.

TheThe Department expresses its sincere congratulations to Dr. Ladds for receiving this much-deserved recogni-
tion. It also extends its appreciation to Prof. Lu for her excellent efforts and significant contributions to the De-
partment in the previous Semester, and wishes Prof. Lu every success upon her return to UCSD.

A Lunchtime Gathering in Honor of Prof. Weijing Lu 
and Dr. Catherine Ladds (2016.1.6)





Members of the Department actively participated in the 3H Color Run 2016, which was held by the SOSC Fac-
ulty at Academic and Administration Building (AAB) on 21 January 2016. This is the third year of AAB Run 
organized by the Faculty of Social Sciences. “3H Color Run” is the theme of this year. 3“H”stands for Home, 
Health and Happiness of both students and staff in the Faculty. Participants were required to run from the third 



to the thirteen floor of the AAB and completed six tasks in different checkpoints. 

One of the mixed teams (staff and students) from the Department, composed of Mr. Joseph Wing-chung Liu, 
Mr. Vincent Chung-hang Ho and Miss Yan-mau Lam (BSSc [Hons] in China Studies – History Concentration, 
Year 3), clinched the second runner-up prize. Another mixed team, composed of Dr. Ka-chai Tam, Dr. 
Yuen-han Law and Miss Ting-ting Choy (BA [Hons] in History, Year 2), won a merit prize.

TheThe Department wishes to congratulate the two teams for winning the prizes. It also came to assembling, moti-
vating and keeping a great team spirit within our “Big Family.”





---------------------
Dr. Mark Strange
---------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Ms. Tina M. Tong, Prof. Chang Chuen’s daugh-
ter-in-law, presented a souvenir to Dr. Mark strange.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho presented a souvenir to Ms. 
Tina M. Tong.
-------------------------------------------------------------------



Mr. Yu-hin Ho, a PhD candidate of the Department, gave a seminar on his re-
search on “Women’s Roles in Constructing Masculinities in Late Imperial 
China.” The Seminar was organized by the Department and held in AAB 1153 
on 28 January 2016.

In Ho’s presentation, he attempted to explore how women’s voices shaped the 
discourse on masculinity in Ming-Qing China as current scholarship is advo-
cating the subjectivity and agency of women writers. Moreover, he investigat-
ed how women in late imperial China wrote on masculinity, particularly at-
tempting to explore anthologies and collected works of Ming-Qing women’s 
writings for their definition of masculinity, expectation of the qualities of 

------------------
Mr. Yu-hin Ho
------------------



participation in constructing masculinity in late imperial China, especially about the representations of Chinese 
masculinity and the mutual gaze between femininity and masculinity. It will make an important contribution to 
the studies of women’s voices and writings, masculinity, gender identity and gender relations in late imperial 
China.

Mr. Yu-hin HO (PhD candidate)



Mr. Wai-li CHU (MPhil candidate)





BSSc (Hons) in China Studies, Year 4
Returning from an exchange programme in Taiwan



BA (Hons) in History & BEd (Hons) in Liberal Studies Teaching, Year 4
Returning from an exchange programme in Japan 



BA (Hons), HKBU, 2013
Current Position: Project Assistant, The Hong Kong Heritage Project





BA (Hons), HKBU, 2014
MA student, Department of History, Peking University



1.  Latest Award Recipents

Tianpei CHEN 

Winner

BA/HIST

Programmme

Ding Richang Scholarship

Gary Siu-ting YEUNG

Winner

BA/HIST

Programmme

Mr. Liu Chia Chu Memorial Scholarship



Tianpei CHEN 

Winner

BA/HIST

Programmme

Professor Lee Kam Keung Scholarship

King-man YU

Winner

BA/HIST

Programmme

Professor Lam Kai Yin Scholarship

Mr. Kai-yiu LAU

Winner

PhD (RPg)

Programmme

Madam Shao Shu Lung Memorial Prize (for Postgraduate Students)

Mr. Yu-hin HO

Winner

PhD (RPg)

Programmme

Dr. Arthur Lau Award in Gender History
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