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The “Voyages, Migration and the Maritime Silk Road: An International Symposium on China’s Role in Global 
History,” which focused on a variety of issues on China’s role in global history that have generated worldwide 
scholarly interest, was held on campus from 7 to 8 December 2015. Around seventy scholars from well-known 
academic institutions in North America, Europe and Asia attended as presenters, panel chairs, and discussants. 
The Symposium also attracted a large audience from the local scholarly community. Besides, over 40 papers 
were presented in the Symposium and selected papers will be published in an edited volume. 

Officiating at the opening ceremony on 7 December 2015 were Professor 
Roland T Chin (President and Vice-Chancellor, HKBU), Professor Adrian J. 
Bailey (Dean of SOSC Faculty, HKBU), Professor Yue-him Tam (Confer-
ence Chair, Macalester College), Professor Clara Wing-chung Ho (Head of 
History, HKBU), Professor Ricardo King-sang Mak (Director of Advanced 
Institute for Contemporary China Studies, HKBU), Professor Chen Zhi (Di-
rector of Jao Tsung-I Academy of Sinology, HKBU), Professor Chen Duoyou 
(Dean of Faculty of Asian Languages and Cultures, Guangdong University of 
Foreign Studies), Ms. Sulia Chan (President of Zheng He Society of New 
York), Professor Jeff Chin-yi Lai (President of Chinese Cheng Ho Society) 
and Professor Zhang Hongsheng (Director of Mr. Simon Suen and Mrs. Mary 
Suen Sino-Humanitas Institute). 



Three distinguished scholars, Prof. Valerie Hansen of the Yale University, Prof. Chen Kuo-tung of the Aca-
demia Sinica and Prof. Haneda Masashi of the University of Tokyo, delivered the keynote speeches on “The 
World in the Year 1000: The View from Beijing,” “The Advantageous Position of Chinese Navigators during 
the Ming and Qing Dynasties (15-18 Centuries)” and “World/Global History and the Positionality of Histori-
ans” respectively. During the keynote session and the 9 panels, participants addressed diverse issues, such as 
communication between early China and the world, geographical explorations, Zheng He’s voyages and their 
global impact, migration and the Chinese Diasporas, the Maritime Silk Road and China’s maritime power as 
well as the relation of China and the world.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Officiating guests (From left to right: Ms. Sulia Chan, Prof. Chen Zhi, Prof. Yue-him Tam, Prof. Adrian 
J. Bailey, Prof. Roland T Chin, Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho, Prof. Ricardo King-sang Mak, Prof. Chen 
Duoyou, Prof. Jeff Chin-yi Lai and Prof. Zhang Hongsheng)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------
 Prof. Valerie Hansen
---------------------------

--------------------------
Prof. Chen Kuo-tung
--------------------------

---------------------------
Prof. Haneda Masashi 
---------------------------



The Symposium was jointly organized by the HKBU’s History Department, Advanced Institute for Contempo-
rary China Studies, Jao Tsung-I Academy of Sinology, the Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Zheng 
He Society of New York, sponsored by the HKBU’s Office of the President and Vice-Chancellor as well as Jao 
Tsung-I Academy of Sinology – Amway Development Fund, and co-sponsored by the International Zheng He 
Society, the Chinese Cheng Ho Society and the Mr. Simon Suen and Mrs. Mary Suen Sino-Humanitas Insti-
tute. For further information, please visit: 
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與李淑賢校友的一席溫馨談話
A Warm Conversation with Alumna Josephine Shuk-yin Lee











Christmas Gathering (2015.12.24) 















BA (Hons) & Certificate of Education, HKBU, 2005
MSSc in Contemporary China Studies, HKBU, 2008
MA, CUHK, 2010
PhD candidate, HKBU, 2015 – present

I started my journey as a research postgraduate in 2014. Before I 
came here, many of my friends told me research was a lonely and 
boring process. But for me, reading a good book is like talking 
with an extremely brilliant person. I do not feel bored when I am 
reading. I am so grateful that I have an opportunity to attend the 
courses through cross-institution enrollment scheme. In the les-
sons, the Prof.s introduce and discuss a lot of masterpieces with 
me.me. It is a valuable chance for me to discuss some controversial 
questions with Prof.s and classmates. It broadened my horizons 
and provided me with opportunities to capture more ideas for 
constructing my own research questions. Besides, I feel gratitude 
that I met a lot of excellent schoolmates in the Department of 
History, Hong Kong Baptist University. We always share our 
experiences and ideas in order to develop our professional aca-
demic interest and esteem. It is so amazing that we are support-
ing and listening empathically to each other. But, of course, I still 
have lots more to learn. I do feel lucky that I have benefited so 
much from the university. 



BA (Hons), Newcastle University, 2008
MA, Chinese Studies, Xiamen University, 2010
PhD candidate (on HKPFS), HKBU, 2013 – present



gests, not out of an altruistic desire to see greater development of 
the field but because pertinent discoveries can be reverse-engi-
neered into ongoing claims to ethnic and national origin stories in 
regions of political interest. Campbell quotes China’s deputy min-
ister of culture, Li Xiaojie, as stating rather revealingly that, 
“Marine archaeology is an exercise that demonstrates national 
sovereignty.”

I was very pleased to be invited to be involved in the History De-
partment’s recent “Voyages, Migration and the Maritime Silk 
Road: An International Symposium on China’s Role in Global 
History.” The symposium was a great success and featured many 
excellent articles and insightful ideas being shared amongst a 
clearly passionate group of researchers. Nonetheless looking back 

through the lens of these recent stories, I now wish that the question of contemporary political ramifications of 
research into China’s early forays into exploration of the South China Sea - a topic of several papers at the con-
ference - had taken a more prominent role in the proceedings, especially at a time when the region is at the 
centre of a fragile transcontinental geopolitical detente. I'm sure the discussion would have been an enlighten-
ing one considering how many leading figures in the field from both China and abroad were present.



BA (Hons), South China University of Technology, 2010
MA, South China University of Technology, 2013
PhD candidate (on HKPFS), HKBU, 2015 – present

BA (Hons), HKBU, 2010 & BSSc (Hons), HKBU, 2010 





BA (Hons) & BEd (Hons), HKBU, 2012
MA, CUHK, 2013
PhD candidate, Division of Chinese, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, 2015 - present



BA (Hons), HKBU, 2011
PGDE student, HKBU, 2014 - present



1.  Peer Mentoring Programme



2. Social Sciences Undergraduate Scholarships 2015-16





4. Courses Offered in Semester 2, 2015-16





5. New Courses in Topic Studies Offered in Semester 2, 2015-16
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The content of this E-Newsletter does not reflect the official opinion of the History Department. 
Responsibility for the information and views expressed in the article lies entirely with the author(s). 
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