


01



02

---------------------------------------------------
Left:
Prof. Chu-Ren Huang, President of 
HKAH, presented a plaque to the 
winner, Dr. Catherine Ladds.
---------------------------------------------------

The prize is awarded annually by the Hong Kong 
Academy of the Humanities for the best first 
book published by a humanities scholar in the 
early stages of his or her career in order to give 
recognition and encouragement to early career 
achievement among scholars of the humanities 
working in Hong Kong. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------
Prof. Chu-Ren Huang, President of HKAH, pre-
sented the cash prize to the winner.
---------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho, HoD and FHKAH, pre-
sented a certificate to Dr. Catherine Ladds.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

contributions to the Department, the SOSC Faculty and 
the HKBU community. She stated that this award is a 
much-deserved recognition for Dr. Ladds and has 
brought true honor to the History Department.

FollowingFollowing the introduction by Prof. Ho, Dr. Ladds also 
gave an address outlining the significance of her winning 
book. In her book, she attempted to recover the his-
tory of the Chinese Customs Service by challenging a 
number of basic assumptions guiding previous studies. 
Using extensive archival research, she emphasized that 
the cosmopolitan personnel of the Customs reveals the 
complexcomplex interplay between local, national and imperial 
identities in the empire world. She also discussed how 
the experiences of the foreign staff were shaped by the 
changing political context in China, and imperial ideolo-
gies, networks and structures. Moreover, Dr. Ladds ex-
amined the professional triumphs and tribulations, 
social activities, private and family lives of 11,000 

foreign nationals who worked for the Chinese Customs Service between 1854 and1949 in 
order to show that China was not simply an "outpost" of empire, but rather a place where 
multiple imperial trajectories converged, overlapped and competed.
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------------------------------------------------------
HKAH Fellows with the winner and finalists.
-------------------------------------------------------

Prof. Adrian J. Bailey with Prof. Chu-Ren Huang (President 
of HKAH) and Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho (FHKAH).

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------
Dr. Ladds with History colleagues and a student.
-------------------------------------------------------------

Prof. Adrian J. Bailey, Dean of SOSC, with the winner and 
History colleagues.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Visiting alumni with History colleagues and Dr. Melanie Lee (AAO)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A homecoming group led by Mr. Sing-kit Yip (History alumnus, 
Class of 1984), donor of the “Lee Kam Keung Scholarship” and 
“Lam Kai Yin Scholarship,” visited the Department on 27 May 
2015. The group toured the Department and met with some 
academic and teaching staff members at the Meeting Room, fol-
lowed by a dinner at Shiu Pong Hall. Significantly, Dr. Melanie W. 
Y. Lee, Director of the Alumni Affairs Office, and Mrs. Lily W. L. 
Chan,Chan, Director of the University Advancement Office, kindly 
greeted the alumni in person at the Meeting Room and Shiu 
Pong Hall respectively. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Prof. Clara Ho presented souvenirs to the homecoming group.
(From left to right: Mr. Sing-kit Yip, Mr. Kai-keung Chan, Ms. 
Gloria Hin-yung Ho and Mr. Paul Kam-wah Lo.)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

https://aao.hkbu.edu.hk/en/news/index.php?record=48&id=127#1     

https://aao.hkbu.edu.hk/en/news/index.php?record=48&id=127%231
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Several History Majors, including undergraduate and postgraduate students, were invited to attend the 
“Scholarship and Bursary Donors’ Tea Reception 2014 – 2015” held by the Office of Student Affairs on 
30 April in order to offer a chance for the scholarships/ bursaries recipients to express their thankful-
ness to the donors in person. This year, altogether 20 scholarship awards were presented to 15 His-
tory Majors. The following is the list of “Scholarship & Award Recipients 2014-2015”:
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From Left to right:
Prof. Robin D.S. Yates (McGill University), Prof. Hua Wei (CUHK), Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho 
(HKBU), Prof. Grace S. Fong (McGill University), Prof. Zhang Hongsheng (HKBU), Prof. Chen Zhi 
(HKBU), Mr. Kelvin Yu-hin Ho (HKBU), Dr. Binbin Yang (HKU), Dr. Ka-chai Tam (HKBU).



 

http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/mingqing/. 

http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/mingqing/
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Hi! Everyone. I'm CM. We meet again on this newsletter. This time I would like to share some personal 
experience in the archives industry. 

AfterAfter my first position at the Antiquities and Monument Office, I had a new role in The Hong Kong 
Jockey Club Archives. It is an interesting place where you could meet people from jockeys to mafoos, 
and from vets to lawyers. When I first arrived, there were thousands of relics and documents lying on 
corridors and cabinets and waiting for me and teammates to arrange. To make use of them, we worked 
together to describe the collections and provide context to them. The process is fascinating. I could go 
through hundreds of bet tickets in a morning and then spent the whole afternoon to read volumes and 
volumesvolumes of over 100-year board minutes. But, it had been a challenge for a layman working in a horse 
racing area. You should take time to understand characteristics of the industry. And, at the same time, 
there is a free-to-access Racing Museum open for the public and attracts thousands of visitors every 
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month. We had to support to refresh the exhibitions 
on schedule in order to respond to the company's 
recent activities and projects such as, conservation 
project of Central Police Station Compound and the 
Club's 125th anniversary project. Also, as a corporate 
archive, we need to be well prepared to answer inter-
nal and external enquires. Those history questions 
couldcould be: Why were there no racecourse and stables 
before? When and why was Mark Six started? How 

many similar charities projects were there before?  Etc. A lot of such questions came to our office, and 
we should give a response in a short time. Moreover, it is an exciting job. I could work with other pro-
fessionals like editors, veterinarians, archivists and lawyers. A heavy workload, but it's interesting.  

After an eight year term, I moved to a new role as an archivist in a financial sector, Manulife Hong Kong 
Archives. Like other giants, Manulife in Hong Kong has a history of over a hundred years. A lot of his-
torical features could be explored and showcased.  I help introduce description standards to their ar-
chives, manage a repository and organize a database. And, the Manulife HK Archives is equipped with a 
special showroom for guests and staff to learn about corporate history. It's great and attractive; it also 
provides a chance for me to tell people what an archives during the visit. Also, business archives have 
an in-born advantage in delivering messages to its stakeholders and customers. These message channels 
help us get exposure easily, comparing with relying on a traditional and passive catalogue/ description 
system (of course, it benefits researchers most). 

Working in archives requires some skills and knowledge. For 
those who are interested in the area, you should equip your-
self with archival training, knowledge in records management 
and a basic understanding in legal issue, and also conservation 
principles and concepts in handling old records. Also, you 
should keep an open mind to work in an environment in which 
archives principles and practices are not generally accepted or 
agreedagreed in the city. Of course, you should love history. It is a 
history-related working area; people would expect you learn a 
lot and could share to them.
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Time flies. Since graduating from Baptist, I have been in 
an MPhil programme at Lingnan University for almost 
two years. During this period, I have undergone inten-
sive training as a young scholar. Not only do I have to 
mark dozens of essays and examination papers for my 
students, but I am requested to teach some tutorial les-
sons on world history. More importantly, I have been 
given adequate guidance to conduct my favourite re-
search project relating to 20th century British imperial-
ism in China. With a view to accomplishing my thesis, I 
have travelled to Taipei, Shanghai, Oxford, Birmingham 
and above all London to collect primary materials from 
the local archives. Indeed, I do enjoy my time at Ling-
nan. 

Recently, that I have obtained the Swire Scholarship in 
Chinese History and the PhD programme offered by 
the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in 
Great Britain is surprising and astonishing. Never have I 

thought about the possibility of being admitted by a well-renowned institution of oriental study before 
the completion of my MPhil degree, nor did I imagine successfully acquiring the Swire scholarship which 
is highly-competitive. Until this moment, it is unbelievable, if not marvelous, for me to know of my ad-
mission to SOAS. I will definitely treasure this precious opportunity to continue my research journey. 
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Last but not least, nurtured in the Baptist University, I 
would like to take this occasion to express my sincere 
gratitude to my respectful professors of the department 
of history here. Thanks to the cultivation given by pro-
fessors during my undergraduate study, I was equipped 
with basic knowledge of historical methodology and 
other essential skills, before commencing my post-
graduate programmes at Lingnan and SOAS. Peculiarly, 
I acknowledge Dr. Bettina Dietz, Prof. Stephanie Chung 
and Ricardo Mak who provided me with guidance and 
advice during my study at the Baptist. May I wish the 
Department of History all the best in not only develop-
ing innovative findings in academia, but also nurturing 
more history students who will be the cornerstones of 
our society in Hong Kong. God bless. 
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