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On behalf of the Department, I am proud to announce the addition of 15 new courses and 6 revised courses in the 
coming academic year. It is our target to offer a healthier and more balanced diet to our students by providing HKBU 
History degree holders with a curriculum on a par with that offered to their peers graduating from our sister institu-
tions in Hong Kong.  We hope that more options will be opened to students after adding these courses to our list. 
We will offer the existing and new courses on a rotating basis in different academic years so that students can enjoy 
more choices spread over their four years of study.

It is worth noting that all the new courses build upon the existing strengths of colleagues in the Department, and I sin-
cerely thank all colleagues who have participated in one way or another in the construction of these courses. These 
additions reflect recent scholarly trends as well as the scholarly interests of our faculty members; they therefore align 
with the Department's goal of developing research-led teaching.

Dear students, this is an initiative undertaken to serve your best interests. We strive to offer you an education 
strongly informed by our own research. Besides, we also believe that we can help to better prepare you for the job 
market by introducing some practical courses like tourism and museum studies. I hope you will have fun in exploring 
those new areas with us in the years to come!

―― Prof. Clara Wing-chung HO
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Dr. Wing-chung FAN says ...

Dr. Yuen-han LAW says ...

Dr. Man-kong WONG says ...

Prof. Stephanie Po-yin CHUNG says ...

HIST 3226  History of Korea

HIST 3227 Modern History of Singapore

HIST 3317 The Chinese Diaspora

This course aims to examine the political, diplomatic, cultural, intellectual, 
social and economic development of Korea from pre-history to the modern 
times. Special attention will be given to the history before early modern era 
(about mid-18th century), aiming at providing the students with an in-depth 
understanding of the development of traditional Korean culture. Moreover, 
topics and discussions throughout the course will include some important 
historical factors that lead to the development or transformation of Korean 
history.history.

Chinese diaspora is a major factor in global history. 
Its relevance is evident in politics, economy, culture, 
and social developments in many nations. The recent 
passing of Lee Kuan Yew leads one to revisit the 
heritage of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia. (See, 
Wang Gungwu “Lee Kuan Yew in historical context” 

The Strait Times. 18 April 2015.) I think this course is of great value for those 
who are interested to understand human mobility, of travels near and far, of 
personal dreams and family aspirations, of encounters between different 
societies and cultures, and of adaptation and accommodation in a wide vari-
ety of human activities and social behaviors.

Chinese cuisine is regarded as representing one of the richest culinary 
heritages in world history. Over the years, this rich heritage has been 
transplanted into different parts of the world, especially to Southeast Asia, 
North America and Western Europe. This course will adopt a multi-
disciplinary approach to examine the origin and evolution of food cultures 
in different parts of China. By examining the interactions of various political, 
economic, cultural, environmental and technological factors in the shaping 
of food culture in Chinese communities, the course will prepare students 
to analyze the Chinese food system and its global connections.

This course examines the critical history of Singapore from 1819 to 1990, 
including the foundation of Straits Settlement, the growth of Singapore 
under British colonial rule, Japanese occupation, from decolonization to 
independence, nation-building and the formation of “Singaporeans”. Also, 
Singapore plays a significant position in the Association of South East Asian 
Nations. The diplomatic status of Sino-Singaporean relations concerns the 
role of China in Southeast Asia more than the balance of power between 
USUS and China in the world. Last, this course is of great relevance for stu-
dents to understand the relationship between Hong Kong and Singapore.

HIST/CHSH 3325 History of Chinese Food Culture in Global Perspective
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Dr. Ka-chai TAM says ...

Dr. Kam-chau KWOK says ...

HIST 3406 Information Technologies and Quantitative  
                     Methods for Historical Studies 

HIST/CHSH 4145 Historical Anthropology of Chinese 
                                  Society 

This subject introduces new strategies of studying history 
so as to equip the students to acquire knowledge efficiently 
and to open new horizon of research by employing interdis-
ciplinary methods, up-to-date information technologies and 
powerful meta-data unfound in the past.

Dr. Ka-chai TAM says ... HIST 4137 Legal History of Traditional China
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Prof. Clara Wing-chung HO says ...

Dr. Raymond Kwun-sun LAU says ...

Africa is indeed a very vast and diverse place, the world’s second largest continent. 
Beset by war, famine and poverty, Africa is often misunderstood and defined by 
stereotypes and vague generalities. Yet, once described as “The Hopeless Continent” 
by Economist magazine, Africa is now home to some of the world's fastest-growing 
economies. This course is designed to give students a firm grasp of various topics and 
debates in the history of the African continent since independence from an interdisci-
plinary perspective. Importantly, the course focuses not only reviewing the patterns of 
changechange and continuity in African history, but also the exploration of the preconcep-
tions and misconceptions that may hinder our ability in understanding African past. 
Students will leave the course with the ability to think critically about historical facts 
and historical interpretations of modern Africa and develop their own perspective on 
African issues as well as the tools necessary for being the informed citizens and critical 
consumers of information relating to the African continent in the globalizing world.

HIST 4335 Topic Studies in Global History &
HIST/CHSH 4327 Topic Studies in Comparative 
                                  History

This course aims to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of childhood in Chinese his-
tory. Attempts will be made to integrate children into different dimensions of history and to analyze how 
the horizon of history will be widened after including discussions on childhood. Reflections on age as a 
useful category of historical analysis will also be made.

I offered this course under “Topic Studies in Social History” twice in AY 2011 – 12 and 2013 – 14. I am 
glad that it has been transformed into an established course in the History curriculum. The history of 
childhood reflects some significant developments in recent historical scholarship. Let’s recover lost chap-
ters in human experience and have fun in constructing a more inclusive picture of history that engages 
children.   

HIST/CHSH 4136 Childhood in Imperial China

HIST 4325 History of Africa since Independence
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This course aims to examine the history of tourism with a global perspective. It presents an 
overview of the important types, structures, developing processes and future trends of tour-
ism. The course also deals with early forms of travel in the Classical World and the Middle 
Ages, as well as the development of “Grand Tour” and modern tourism, and the emergence 
of the so-called “Educational Journeys,” which was a type of cultural travel extremely wel-
comed by the Middle Class in Europe. It then traces the rise of “Mass Tourism” in the 19th 
century and how it transformed to contemporary globalized tourism. Special attentions will 
be given to evaluation of the significances of globalized tourism with different academic di-
mensions, such as cultural, social and economic aspects, etc.; and also discussions of some im-
portant historical events and factors leading to the development of tourism.

This course takes a global perspective on the history of the seas from the fifteenth cen-
tury until the twentieth century. Whereas most histories focus on human societies on 
land and view the oceans as largely empty spaces between different landmasses, this 
course instead demonstrates that the seas were vital arenas of human activity. The 
oceans were conduits for the circulation of goods, people, technologies and ideas. By 
exploring a different theme each week, ranging from naval warfare to the history of 
social communities at sea, students will enhance their understanding of the global web 
of connections woven by maritime activity.of connections woven by maritime activity.

HIST/ CHSH 4315 Introduction to Museum Studies 

HIST 4317 Global History of Tourism 

HIST 4316 Global History of the Seas, 1400 – 1950

This course will familiarize students with museum history and museum 
studies. Museums as we know them are relatively young institutions that 
emerged during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. We will trace the 
history of collecting and collections from the 16th to the 21st century in 
order to discuss how practices of collecting, functions of collections and 
target audiences changed over time. Secondly, we will analyse different 
types of museums, from history museums to science museums. And, finally, 
methodologicalmethodological approaches in museum studies will be introduced as tools 
to deal with the history of material culture, theoretically as well as practi-
cally. The course will provide students with a background in museum his-
tory and museology that may strengthen their credentials when they apply 
for internships and other positions in the field of museum work.  

This course offers an introduction to the history of science and technology since the so-called Scientific 
Revolution of the 16th and 17th centuries. On the one hand we will ask what modern science is, how it 
was made, and how it came to be the most authoritative form of knowing. On the other hand it will be 
emphasized that science is, or implies more than just a body of knowledge. We will trace how science 
and technology have been embedded in the societies that produced them and how they have been instru-
mentalised, especially for economic and military purposes.

HIST 4326 Science and Society: A Historical Perspective

Dr. Bettina DIETZ says ...

Dr. Wing-chung FAN says ...

Dr. Catherine LADDS says ...
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After more than three decades of dedication in the History Department, Prof. 

Kam-keung Lee is going to retire from HKBU at the end of this academic year. In 

order to express our cordial appreciation and respect, a reception in honor of 

Prof. Kam-keung Lee’s retirement was held at SWT 501 (Council Chamber, Shaw 

Tower) on 29 April 2015 to pay our tribute to Prof Lee. The reception was a full 

house event. Over 100 participants, including faculty members of the Department, 

History Majors from various programmes, colleagues from other departments and 

units, alumni and old friends, attended the reception.units, alumni and old friends, attended the reception.

The Reception began with an introduction by the emcee, Mr. Joseph Wing-chung Liu. Meanwhile, a 

PowerPoint slide show, which contained background information of Prof. Lee, warm messages from 

alumni and old friends, and lots of old photos of Prof. Lee, was also presented during the Reception.

Following the introduction, Prof. Lee gave a sharing 

to express his thankfulness to all members of the 

Department, especially Prof. Kai-wing Chow and 

Prof. Kai-yin Lam, for their kindness and support 

over the past three decades. Then, Prof. Clara 

Wing-chung Ho (Head of Department) delivered 

an address on behalf of the Department. Signifi-

cantly,cantly, she announced that the “Lee Kam Keung 
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Scholarship” and “Lam Kai Yin Scholarship,” donated by Mr. Sing-kit Yip (History alumnus, class of 

1984) have been established and will give an annual award from the 2015 – 16 academic year. Prof. 

Kai-wing Chow, Prof. Kai-yin Lam (Representative of the Modern History Research Centre) as well 

as Dr. Timothy Man-kong Wong (Director of the China Studies Programme) also delivered speeches. 

They thanked Prof. Lee for his dedicated service to the Department and notable contributions to the 

Modern History Research Centre. In addition, two undergraduate student representatives, Miss Carmen 

Ka-ming Au (BA [Hons] in History, Year 2; President of the History Society) and Miss Oi-ying Lau (BSSc 

[Hons] in China Studies – History, Year 2; Former External Vice President of the China Studies Society) 

gave speeches expressing appreciation for Prof. Lee’s achievements in education and scholarships and 

wished him all the best in the next stage of his life. Moreover, a research postgraduate student representa-

tive, Mr. Raymond Ka-fai Kwok, also gave a short speech to express his gratitude towards Prof. Lee for his 

dedication and inspirational example. 

Prof. Ho, Prof. Chow, and Dr. 

Wong presented souvenirs to Prof. 

Lee. The student representatives 

presented a caricature and a scroll 

to Prof. Lee. 
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A group photo was taken at the end of the reception 

in order to capture this memorable event. The recep-

tion was followed by a buffet lunch outside the venue. 

The reception was filled with warmth and good 

cheer. The Department wishes Prof. Lee continued 

success and happiness in his retirement.

Right:
Prof. Kai-wing Chow distributed a poem he composed for 
Prof. Kam-keung Lee: 

-------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------
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The History Department organized an information 
session on 15 April 2015 (Wednesday), titled 
“Studying History from Multiple Perspectives: An 
Evening Sharing Session for Freshmen.” About 
eighty year one students from the SOSC broad-
based admission, China Studies and double degree 
(Liberal Studies Teaching) programmes attended 
the event. 

At the beginning of the session, Prof. Clara Wing-chung Ho, Head of the De-
partment, delivered a speech in which she extended a warm welcome to all 
participants and explained that the information provided to freshmen would 
help guide them through the major/concentration application process. She 
mentioned that although teachers in the Department are from diverse back-
grounds and areas of expertise, they have one thing in common: they all care 
deeply about their students. Prof. Ho emphasized that the doors of the De
partment are always open to students and she encouraged them to contact any 
teachers if necessary.
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The broad-based programme coordinator of the Department, 
Dr. Chi-man Kwong, also gave a general introduction to the 
Department, including profiles of the academic and teaching 
staff, the research areas of the Department, the features and 
general requirements of each programme, and the introduc-
tion of new and revised courses.

After a buffet dinner, students divided themselves into five 
groups according to their different academic interests. Friendly 
conversations and interactions took place in all groups. Over-
all, the information session provided participating freshmen 
with a better understanding of the Department. 

From left to right:
Prof. Ho with Ms. Renee Yuet-mei Chan, 
Miss Crystal Ka-ying Poon and Mr. Joseph
Wing-chung Liu. 

-----------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------

To recognize the work of secretaries and other administrative 

support professional, the Department celebrated the 

Secretary’s / Administrative Professional’s Day on 23 April 2015. 

A lunch gathering was organized by the Department on that day 

in order to express their sincere appreciation to Ms. Renee 

Yuet-mei Chan, Miss Crystal Ka-ying Poon and Mr. Joseph 

Wing-chung Liu for their growing and diverse administrative 

contributions to the Department.contributions to the Department.
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Right:
Prof. Joseph Sun-pao Ting

--------------------------------

--------------------------------

in Hong Kong. Furthermore, Prof. Ting emphasized that the improbable success of the Hospital could 
be credited to the good management skills of Chinese merchants in Hong Kong.



16The “2016 Honours Project Briefing” took place at RSS 

905 on 27 April 2015 (Monday) in order to provide stu-

dents with comprehensive information about completing 

their Honours Projects (HIST/CHSH 4898-9). All Year 3 

History Majors in various programmes (Four-Year Cur-

riculum) attended the Briefing and met most of the faculty 

members. A handbook containing general information and 

a topic selection form were distributed to students 

during the briefing. Also, two library workshop sessions 

designed for History Majors were held after the Briefing.
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In the meeting, Prof. Ho reported on recent developments in the 

Department, including the renovation project, new initiatives, the 

implementation of new and revised courses, scholarship opportuni-

ties and other recognitions of student achievements. She also en-

couraged students to participate in departmental activities and the 

E-Newsletter.  

Dr. Bettina Dietz and Dr. Ka-chai Tam introduced detailed information about exchange and internship 

opportunities for History students. Leaflets provided by the International Office were distributed to 

students during the meeting.

The “2014–15 Faculty-Student Consultative Meeting” was held at AAB1312 

on 27 April 2015 in order to provide an effective means of communication 

between staff and students at the end of the academic year. It is a platform 

for students to share their opinions about the Department. All faculty 

members are eager to hear student voices and address concerns related to 

teaching and learning activities. History Majors in various programmes and 

faculty members actively participated in the Meeting. Leaflets containing 

general information of the Department were distributed to all students.general information of the Department were distributed to all students.
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the indispensable need for whole-person education. Moreover, they gave advice to students on career 
planning and pursuing higher degree opportunities. 

In addition, Dr. Man-kong Wong chaired a discussion session in which 
students shared their views and opinions in different issues. They mainly 
discussed the extent of support from the Department for student devel-
opment, the effectiveness of current communication methods between 
teachers and students in the Department, alumni reconnection, ideas for 
the celebration of the 40th anniversary of the Department in 2018, and 
much more. Faculty members expressed their opinions on students’ 
learninglearning behaviors and exam management. Significantly, they stressed on 

“Prof. Chen Yanhang Memorial Scholarship Lectures cum Information Session” organized by 
the Department and sponsored by the Zheng He Society of New York was held at AAB1312 
on 29 April 2015. 

In the event, Dr. Tai-wei Lim (SIM University, Singapore) and Mr. Chao C. Chien (Diogenes 
Research, USA) were invited to give presentations entitled “A Survey of Contemporary Nar-
ratives and Ideas about Zheng He in Southeast Asia – Case Studies of Indonesia and Malaysia” 
and “Evidence-based History Research” respectively.

Dr. Tai-wei Lim 
---------------------
---------------------

In Lim’s presentation, he explained that he is interested in different historical 
narratives related to Zheng He and his legacy in Southeast Asia and Greater 
China. Hence, he paid special attention to how Zheng He’s voyages are often 
narrated as the origins of bustling overseas Chinese trading communities in 
Southeast Asia and “Greater China” (a term mostly referring to Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and Macau). Furthermore, Dr. Lim attempted to offer a sampling of the 
various ways in which Zheng’s voyages are interpreted today in Southeast Asia 
andand focus on how Zheng’s voyages are interpreted in contemporary narratives 
and representations.
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------------------------

------------------------
Mr. Chao C. Chien

In addition, introduction to the Scholarship was given by Prof. Yue-him Tam and Prof. Clara Wing-chung 
Ho. The Scholarship is donated by the Zheng He Society of New York, which is designed to honor the 
late Professor Chen Yanhang for his great contribution towards the Princess Taiping. The Scholarship 
will also promote research on the history of navigation and cultural exchange related to Zheng He 
(1371-1433) and global maritime history. The Scholarship aims to support the two-year study of an out-
standing student in the full-time self-funded MPhil programme under the Department of History of 
HKBUHKBU in the 2015-16 academic year. The amount of the Scholarship will fully cover the tuition fee of the 
full-time self-funded MPhil student.

The History Department is very proud to write into its own history that two 

History Majors Wendy Wai-han Tang (2014 Graduate) and Arthur Tsz-fung 

Lam were the first Hong Kong students to win the prestige CY Tung Scholar-

ship to study at the floating university, Semester at Sea, in the Spring 2014 

voyage. Wendy obtained her BSSc (Hons) in China Studies upon return from 

the Sea Semester in 2014. Arthur is currently in his 4th Year of the BA (Hons) 

in History programme.
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When their awards of the CY Tung Scholarship were announced, the news was widely reported in the local media, 

such as:
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http://hkbu-sas.blogspot.hk/ (HKBU-Blog of Wendy & Arthur) 
https://plus.google.com/114359136445640333901/posts (Google+ of Wendy & Arthur) 

http://hkbu-sas.blogspot.hk/
https://plus.google.com/114359136445640333901/posts
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Link: http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/pdf/news/form.pdf  

http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/pdf/news/form.pdf
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