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Minjie was not in good condition at the time of purchase, as proven by 
historical documents. In Prof. Ma’s opinion, Li Hongzhang desperately 
tried to conceal the whole affair and to escape reproof for this irre-
sponsible behavior.

Members of the Department participated actively in the Symposium, 
including academic staff and research students. For more details, 
please see the “Members’ Activities” column in this issue.
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policy-making was comparatively weaker than that of the 
Grand Council, the Bureau had special authority to issue 
orders to armies without approval by the emperor and the 
Grand Council through the zouzhe system. The Bureau, 
however, failed to have a practical effect on the First Sino-
Japanese War because of a lack of systematic management 
and poor discipline. However, Dr. Wang stressed that the 
Bureau changed the central government’s process and 
mode of making administration decisions in the late-Qing 
period. 

Editor’s Note:
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Prof. Yau-woon MA was invited to deliver a public lecture on “Romancing the Gunboat Zhongshan 真
假「中山」艦,” which was organized by the Department and held at AAB201 on 9 March 2015. 

InIn the lecture, Prof. Ma introduced the historical background of the Chinese gunboat Zhongshan, 
which was formerly named Yongfeng 永　豐. Yongfeng was a warship that gave assistance to Sun Yat-
sen to escape from the attack of Chen Jiongming’s 陳炯明 military in Guangdong in order to delay 
Sun’s Constitutional Protection Movement 護法運動 in 1922. On 16 April 1925 Yongfeng was re-
named Zhongshan to honor Sun Yat-sen. Zhongshan was involved in several political events in the 
Fujian-Guangdong area until it was attacked by the Japanese air force and sunk in the Changjiang River 
at Jinkouzhen 金口鎮 in Wuhan on 24 October 1938. The gunboat Zhongshan was finally salvaged 
from the Changjiang River on 24 January 1997 due to the rise of nationalism and patriotism in China.

After the salvage operation the Wuhan local government planned 
to renovate the Zhongshan. Controversy has surrounded the 
renovation plans since 1997; thus, it became difficult for the gov-
ernment, scholars and military experts in Mainland China to de-
termine the renovation level. Finally, the government attempted 
to restore the Zhongshan to its original appearance in 1922. 
Now, the renovation work of the Zhongshan has been com
pleted and it is on permanent display at the Zhongshan Warship 
Museum in Wuhan.

However, Prof. Ma disagreed with both the salvage and the reno-
vation works. He emphasized that the salvage operation is in-
complete and the renovation was badly executed. Furthermore, 
the renovation plans were based on insufficient research, 
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meaning that the structure and armaments are inauthentic. In addition, despite the fact that many lives 
were lost in the sinking, the salvage report did not address the discovery of human remains. This is an 
ethical and moral issue. In sum, Prof. Ma maintained that the renovated gunboat is not the “real” Zhong-
shan. Furthermore, Prof. Ma suggested that the Chinese government should follow the model provided 
by the preservation of the USS Arizona: instead of salvaging the Zhongshan the government should in-
stead establish a museum at the historic site of the sinking for citizens to visit and show their respect.
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The “Historians Say: Seminar Series” was established in 2010 to 
welcome new and visiting faculty members by inviting them to 
share their research findings. The 4th round of the seminar series 
was held at AAB1312 on 19 March 2014 (Thursday). Speakers in-
cluded Prof. Yue-him Tam (Visiting Professor), Dr. Guangxin Fan 
(Research Assistant Professor), Dr. Kam-chau Kwok (Lecturer) 
and Dr. Raymond Kwun-sun Lau (Lecturer). 

2010 2012 2013
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Japan. Nonetheless, he emphasized that the dispute is not irresolvable and could be mitigated by peaceful 
negotiation and cooperation between China, Taiwan, Japan and the U.S.

In the second session, which chaired by Prof. King-sang Mak, Dr. Guangxin Fan 
presented a paper entitled “Voices of the French Revolution and Their Con-
nection to the Social Contract Tradition Uneasy.”  It compared the social con-
tract theories of Thomas Paine, Emmanuel Joseph Sieyès, and Maximilien 
Robespierre’s with those of Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, and Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau in order to examine the alleged connection between Rousseau’s 
theory and the French Revolution. Dr. Fan attempted to clarify that even 
though Rousseau’s idea of national sovereignty and influential words made a 

gradual shift in Chinese society from the worship of gods in temples to the worship of ancestors in halls. In 
his argument, the declaration of land ownership was an explanations of how various lineages gradually came 
into existence in mid-Ming period.
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responding to mass atrocities since the Rwandan genocide in 1994. Yet, 
notwithstanding a shared commitment to ending mass atrocities, protec-
tion of civilians and punishment of perpetrators should not be seen as 
always complementary and mutually reinforcing. It is because international 
policymakers are often trapped in the dilemma of the immediate impera-
tive of saving lives and protecting victims versus the important prospect of 
punishing perpetrators and preventing future conflicts through deterrence. 
Therefore, while recognising that “something has to be done” to stop 
mass atrocities, Dr. Lau argued that situating civilian protection and perpe-
trator punishment in a ‘protection first, punishment later’ temporal se-
quence is critical to manage the tension between R2P and the ICC.
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link to the reestablishment of Sino-American relations in the 1970’s. Prior to the fall of Hong Kong in 
December 1941, the key members of this guerrilla force had already managed to solicit remarkable fi-
nancial contributions from overseas Chinese all over the world to support China’s resistance war 
against Japanese aggression in China. The heroic stories of the East River Column, however, were not 
well known in Hong Kong during the colonial years. These stories remain unknown to many of the 
younger generation today.
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The field trip has received some attention from the mass media. The Hong Kong Office of The China Daily 
and the online weekly magazine Master-Insight are making arrangements to meet with our students 
and faculty for in-depth interviews.  Moreover, a standing invitation is now extended to the students and 
faculty in our Department from the East River Column History Research Association and the Senior War-
riors Associations in Sheung Shui and Sai Kung for our professional help to interview the surviving senior 
warriors and to edit the rich historical materials.   

The students wish to express their gratitude to Prof. Clara Ho for support and to Ms. Renee Chan and Ms. 
Crystal Poon for helping with logistic arrangements. Thanks to their support and help, the field trip was 
truly educational and unforgettable.  

For further information about the field trip, please contact: Poris Po-man Fung (12209325), Sin-ting Wan 
(12201081), Yuen-man Lam (12200387) or Prof. Yue-him Tam (tamyuehim@hkbu.edu.hk). 
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churches or parties. He emphasized that the close relationship between Christianity and the development of 
social services in Hong Kong was a consequence of the fact that missionaries honor the values of unconditional 
love and mercy. 
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Link: 
http://foundation.hkbu.edu.hk/chi/news.php?sy=2015&offset=0&n=2010632 
(Hong Kong Baptist University Foundation) 
 

(Link: http://pers.hkbu.edu.hk/index.php?page_id=6&job_id=2602&f=job_details)  (Link: http://pers.hkbu.edu.hk/index.php?page_id=6&job_id=2603&f=job_details)  

For more details, please visit: http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/pdf/news/ad_2015.3.pdf  

http://foundation.hkbu.edu.hk/chi/news.php?sy=2015&offset=0&n=2010632
http://pers.hkbu.edu.hk/index.php?page_id=6&job_id=2602&f=job_details
http://pers.hkbu.edu.hk/index.php?page_id=6&job_id=2603&f=job_details
http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/pdf/news/ad_2015.3.pdf



	1_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	2_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	3_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	4_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	5_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	6_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	7_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	8_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	9_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	10_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	11_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	12_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	13_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	14_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	15_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	16_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	17_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	18_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	19_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	20_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	21_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	22_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	23_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	24_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	25_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	26_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	27_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	28_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	29_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	30_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	31_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	32_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	33_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	34_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	35_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015.3
	36_pdfsam_NEWNEW2015

