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The Birth of Our Logo

e to the Department of Histo

We are very pleased to announce that the winner of the History Department Logo Competition is Ms.
Amina Yat-law Al (Bkff %), a student in the BSSc in China Studies History option

and Diploma in Education. The Department would like to thank Ms. Amina Al,

and all the other competition entrants, for the time and effort they put into

creating their designs.

The Department first solicited entries to the logo competition in an

announcement at the annual assembly in September 2014. After receiving all the

competition entries in November, we invited opinions on the designs from the

History Department’s academic staff. On the basis of these comments, the judging panel selected a shortlist

of suitable entries. The most important criteria in the judging process were that the logo should be

professional, aesthetically pleasing, and evoke the spirit of history without referring explicitly to a particular

historical time period or geographical area. We also received valuable advice Vg

from design experts in the Academy of Visual Arts.The final step was to hold a
vote among students and staff to decide upon the winning design. The judging
committee is very grateful for the feedback we have received from staff and

students during the competition process, which we have taken into account.

The new logo will be widely used in the Department’s promotional materials,
stationary and on the website. We hope that you will join us in congratulating

Ms.Amina Al on her success in the competition.

Y
%

In an interview after the prize presentation on |3 February 2014, Amina said

that she attempted to encapsulate the distinctive features of history in the

logo. At the beginning of the competition, she came ‘up with some




initial ideas, including a leaf, a ring, a hemp cord, and a wheel, and began

to look for ways to combine these elements into a unique logo.

“l needed to seriously consider that the logo must not only have
clear symbolism and meaning, but also must be a harmonious
combination of design elements in which each element can be
interpreted. | took inspiration from historical studies because

historians need to interpret individual pieces of evidence,” Amina said.

She further explained the concepts of the logo. Dark blue and light

yellow green are the colors of the logo, representing the spirit of the

The organizers (Dr. Catherine LADDS and Dr.
Bettina DIETZ) of the competition and Amina.

decoration colors.The outer layer of the logo is a wheel, which symbolizes the ongoing nature of history and

Department and creating thematic coherence with the Department’s

implies that study of history recovers the past and introduces it to the present. The hemp cord not only
represents the use of knots to record events in ancient history, but also indicates that history is nurturing
human civilization. Amina pointed out that the image of a book in the middle of the logo is adapted from the
HKBU’s emblem, thus representing the connection between the Department and the University. The logo
fonts are semi-cursive script and Franklin Gothic. “| think that the semi-cursive script has traits of variation
and readability. Then, | decided to use Franklin Gothic as the English font after receiving feedback from the
competition judging panel. 'm certain that Franklin Gothic is a neutral, universal and popular font with a
simple aesthetic quality and high legibility. Above all, | think these two fonts are consistent with the nature of
the Department, which has an international reputation in historical research,” Amina said. In addition, she

chose a left-to-right text direction in both Chinese and English in order to maintain consistency. Significantly,

she applied an optical illusion in the logo; when viewing the logo it appears to spin. Amina spent about three

months in total on planning, designing, and revising the logo design.

Amina also shared her opinion on logo design principles. She believed that
the most important principle was that the logo should be “appropriate,”
which she interpreted as meaning that it must have meaning to the
organization. The other principles were that the logo should be “attractive”
and “simple” as well as “relevant” that the logo can be easily understood by
audiences.

Amina was very pleased to hear that she is the winner of the competition.
“During all these years, my study of history has inspired me in many ways
and | have also been affected by the academic atmosphere of the
Department. For me, as a member of our “big family,” the adoption of my logo design by the Department is
certainly an honor.” Moreover,Amina thinks that creating a logo is significant to the Department because the




“sources and Approaches in Military History:
The Case of Hong Kong during the Second World War*®
(2010.2.2)

A lecture co-organized by the History Department and the Advanced Institute for s
Contemporary China Studies was held at AAB701| on 2 February 2015 (Monday). ?w..fT“ﬂ“y":i;‘l:‘y""' ;
Dr. Chi-man Kwong was invited to deliver a presentation on “Sources and

Approaches in Military History: The Case of Hong Kong during the Second World

War.”

In his presentation, Dr. Kwong mainly focused on the period of the |apanese

occupation of Hong Kong (25 December 1941 — 15 August 1945). Firstly, he

provided an overview of the previous research on this period and pointed out that |

a majority of studies concentrated on the war crimes of Japanese. He also discussed the possibility of
expanding the research area on this period. For instance, historians could explore the economic condition of
Hong Kong during this period, the role of Hong Kong in the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, and the

reasons for the failure of Japanese occupation of Hong Kong.

Significantly, Dr. Kwong drew attention to the East River Column in anti-Japanese resistance activities. On
one hand, he emphasized the importance of the efforts of the East River Column in resisting Japanese
aggression and argued that the retrocession of Hong Kong should not be over-emphasised. On the other
hand, the British Army Aid Group and other underground anti-Japanese forces were also essential for
achieving progress towards the end of the Japanese occupation. Finally, Dr. Kwong suggested that researchers
should investigate multiple facets of the anti-Japanese resistance movement in order to clearly reconstruct

the military history of this period.
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Professor Hung Chu % # (Department of History, National Taiwan Normal
University) was invited to deliver a lecture on “A Study on the Location of Prince
Yan's Mansion in the Ming Dynasty Bi47# £ ff i B -F 3, co-organized by the
History Department and Modern History Research Center. The lecture was the first
event in the History of the Ming and Qing Dynasties lecture series and was held at
AABI53 on 12 February 2015 (Saturday).

In the lecture, Prof. Chu discussed several historical records in which the location of
Prince Yan's Mansion is ambiguous, including Ming Taizu shilu ¥ A# % & (Veritable

records of Ming Taizu), Ming Shizong shilu ¥ 5% ¥ & (Veritable records of Ming Shizong), Ming huidian ¥
@ (Collected statutes of the Ming Dynasty) and Ming shi ¥ % (The history of the Ming Dynasty).

In addition, Prof. Chu pointed out that the unclear records not only

revealed the difficulties of investigating the history of the Ming Dynasty in

the Qing period, but also led to controversies about Prince Yan's Mansion,
which was located in either the Danei X W (Great Within, Ming
Forbidden City) of the Yuan or the Xiyuan ¥ % (West Garden, the
imperial garden palace on the west side of the Forbidden City). Prof. Chu

argued that the location was most likely the Xiyuan.
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In order to deal with the problem of the location of the
Prince Yan’s Mansion, Prof. Chu indicated that the records
of Chunming mengyu lu # Yi % #:% (Record of dreams of
the Capital) and Qinding rixia jiuwen kao 4 & H T # [
(Imperial commissioned ancient accounts heard in
precincts of the throne), which were compilations of
materials on Beijing history, showed that the Mansion was
located in the Longfu Palace [ & % and Xingsheng Palace
B % % near the northern lake Beihai Jt.  # in the
Xiyuan. Moreover, he provided further proof that Prince
Yan’s Mansion was located in the Xiyuan by identifying the
location of the Neige W M (The Grand Secretariat)
before the fourteenth year of the Ming Emperor Yongle
& % (The year before the establishment of the
Forbidden City). Neige was situated in Xingzai 17 7
(Temporary imperial abode), which was located in Xiyuan
and formerly Prince Yan's Mansion. This opinion on the
location of Xiyuan can also be proved using poems and
collected works written by members of the Neige and
other scholars because these works described the
environment of Neige, which was the same as the
environment of the Xiyuan.Thus, Prof. Chu emphasized that the Prince Yan's Mansion was certainly located in
the Xiyuan in the early Ming Dynasty.

“Professionalism in Hong Kong®*® Seminar
(Community Oral History Project) (2015.2.7)

The “Young Historian Programme: Community Oral History Project — ‘Professionalism in Hong Kong’
Seminar” was jointly organized by the Department and the Hong Kong Heritage Project at SWT50I on 7
February 2014 (Saturday).

w
Dr. Man-kong Wong conveyed Prof. Clara Ho’s greetings to all participants and .
R - YOUNG
delivered the welcoming speech on her behalf. Afterwards, souvenirs were . @

§ g, B
presented to the three participating schools by Ms. Fanny lu, who is the Executive Hlb ‘ ':?REA&
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Director of the Hong Kong Heritage Project. e e e st e

“Professianalism in Hong

Ten History students and forty-one secondary school students from Queen

Elizabeth School, Sir Ellis Kadoorie Secondary School (VWest Kowloon) and WWa | e ittt sin oo

Ying College presented their findings from their oral history projects. These | \Oiwf‘l V)
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projects focus upon four themes: “Corporate
Vision,” “Serving the Public,” “Science in Service”
and “Arts and Education”. After the students’
presentations, Principal Lee of Sir Ellis Kadoorie
Secondary School (West Kowloon), Ms. Melanie
Li, Ms. lu, and Ms. Kitty Ma led the discussion. At
the end of the discussion, Dr. Wong summarized
the wisdom shared by the ten interviewees

about their oral history projects.
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“I would live wherever the project goes.” (&%2z|'#, £2%. )

Paul POON

“Attach great importance to the client relationship.”
(EHREAZMBHE D

— Rainy CHAN

“There will always be challenges and temptations to do things
in a lower standard.”

—— Andy BROWN

“Treat artifacts with sincerity and true respect.”

(B XA R, BXHEH B, )
——— Shing-wai CHAN

“We need to attend to the differences among students and

develop their potentials.” (R & EH#H, WP 4LBEH . )
—— Po-kwan YEUNG




All student participants were presented with a certificate to recognize their performance and contribution.
Thanks must go to Dr. Yuen-han Law, Miss Wai-kwan Chan, Mr. Wai-li Chu, Mr. Chun-hin Leung and Mr.

Sing-ping Lee for they also contributed to organizing the presentation at the seminar.

The following history students are the in-charge group leaders in these oral history projects:

University Student

Interviewee

Participating School

Oi-ying KWOK

Mr. Paul POON
(Managing Director, CLP Power Hong Kong Limited)

Queen Elizabeth School

Ka-wai LEE

Mr. Nick COLFER
(Chairman of Tai Ping Carpets)

Sir Ellis Kadoorie Secondary

School (VWest Kowloon)

Chai-hung CHAN

Ms. Rainy CHAN
(General Manager, The Peninsula Hong Kong & Regional Vice-President, Hong
Kong and Shanghai Hotels Limited)

WaYing College

Chunmei TAN

Mr. Felix BIEGER

(Retired General Manager of the Peninsula Hotel)

Sir Ellis Kadoorie Secondary

School (VWest Kowloon)

Hiu-ching CHEUNG

Mr.Andy BROWN

(Executive Director of Kadoorie Farm and Botanical Garden)

Sir Ellis Kadoorie Secondary

School (West Kowloon)

Ka-ming HUNG

Mr. Simon CHU
(Retired Chief Archivist at Public Record Office, HKSAR Government, Hong

Kong Public Records Concern Group)

WaYing College

Long-ni LIU

Mr. Shing-wai CHAN
(Head of Conservation Office, Leisure and Cultural Services Department,

HKSAR Government)

Sir Ellis Kadoorie Secondary

School (West Kowloon)

Yu-lok SIU

Dr. Hoi-keung MONG
(Retired Chief Forensic Pathologist, HKSAR government and Chairman of

Institute of Advanced Motorists)

Queen Elizabeth School

Chor-yin LAM

Dr. Johnnie TO

(Film Director)

Queen Elizabeth School

Edward Hay-ching FU

Mr. Po-kwan YEUNG
(Ex-Chief Superintendent [Auxiliary], School Principal, Unofficial Member of

the Legislative Council)

Wa Ying College




Dostgraduate Students® Seminar:
Representation of Cities in Late-Qing Utopian
and Science-fiction Literature (2015.2.26)

Mr. Thomas Marling, a PhD student (HKPFS) of the Department, gave a

presentation on his research on “The Representation of Cities in
Late-Qing Utopian and Science-fiction Literature.” The presentation was
organized by the Department and held in AABI 153 on 26 February 2015.

In his presentation, Mr. Marling attempted to frame the late-Qing urban
modernisation agenda as a struggle over the everyday. However, rather
than analysing specific material sites, practices and “modernisers” in situ, he
explored the historicity of the framework itself, by attempting to offer one
branch of an as-yet largely unwritten genealogy of discourses regarding

cities and the urban everyday during this period.

Moreover, Mr. Marling considered that urban modernisation was not an explicit aspect of the reform
agenda in the late-Qing and examined the possibility of establishing a discursive position on the city at this
level. Also, he proposed to find out the differences in the presentation of cities in utopian and science fiction
texts reflect differing conceptualisations of the city in Chinese society (with regards to the everyday). In
addition, he attempted to explore the reason and manner to differentiate between utopian and science

fiction texts so that he can further recognize a critical relationship between the two genres.
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Members’ Activities A3

Dr. Man-kong WONG, Associate Professor

n

€ Organized the “Professionalism in Hong Kong” Seminar (Community Oral History Project), Hong Ko-ngﬁuk

/\
)

;,\ /
bR

Baptist University, 7 February 201 5. i/ }

{\

Dr. Chi-man KWONG, Assistant Professor
€ Was invited to give a presentation on “Sources and Approaches in Military History: The Case of Hong
Kong during the Second World War,” Hong Kong Baptist University, 2 February 2015. &
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Political Science
International Studies

History and politics have had a profound impact on my life. Admission to Hong Kong Baptist University has
been a rewarding experience, particularly as Professor Ricardo King Sang Mak imparted to me his extensive
knowledge on History and International Politics. Without his indispensable help and sure advice at every
stage of my undergraduate Honours Project, | could not have completed my comparative research on Tony
Blair’s Third Way and Margaret Thatcher’s premiership as well as their impact on British Politics. HKBU
was and remains a loving and nurturing environment.

In many respects, the inspiration | received from Edward Freeman’s famous quote, “History is past politics
and politics present history” cemented my decision to pursue postgraduate studies in the field of Political
Science in Australia. | am always grateful to Professor Alex Bellamy and Dr. Geoffrey Hawker for their
orientation toward the excellent world of International Relations and African Politics. Even though | am
academically trained as a political scientist, the most important lesson that | have learned is, still, the
complementary nature of history and politics: a sound understanding of politics requires knowledge of the
historical roots of contemporary problems, and that the study of history is enhanced through the
conceptual rigour derived from political science.

As such, | would like to take this opportunity to share an article regarding Australian foreign policy towards
the crisis in Darfur, Sudan, titled “Australia, UN Security Council and the crisis in Darfur”. Focusing on
Canberra’s policy towards Darfur is not only because it has widely been called the “first genocide of the
21st century”, but also because this is my first-ever academic publication! This should be a ‘good read’,
especially for those of you who are interested in looking for insomnia cures.
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Australia, UN Security Council and the crisis in Darfur

Canberra’s $24 million bid to join the UN Security Council for 2013-14, launched by Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd in March 2008, paid off on 18 October 2012. During the 67" session of the UN General Assembly,
Australia, along with Rwanda, Argentina, South Korea and Luxembourg, was elected to serve as one of the

elected 10 non-permanent members (E-10) on the |5-member Security Council for two-year terms
beginning on | January 2013.For the first time in 27 years, and the fifth time in UN history (1946-47,
1956-57, 1973-74 and 1985-86), Australia will again play a key role in exercising the Council’s function of
maintaining international peace and security with the five permanent members (P-5): the United States,

United Kingdom, Russia, France and the People’s Republic of China.

Describing the outcome as “a big, juicy, decisive win,” the country’s foreign minister Bob Carr suggested

that Australia’s success in securing a seat on the Council was “an_endorsement of Australia’s good global

citizenship” and its being “an activist, committed middle power.” Indeed, Australia’s long term engagement

and contribution to the UN since the world body was found in 1945 are exemplary. Along with deploying
the first group of UN military observers to Indonesia in 1947, Australia is a signatory to the 1948

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide. As the first human rights treaty adopted by the

UN General Assembly, the Genocide Convention places a strong emphasis on criminalising acts of

intentional annihilation of a national, racial, ethnic or religious group, whether in time of peace or war.
Article | demands the double obligation of signatories to prevent and to punish genocide, which is
considered a crime under international law. Article 8 requires calling upon the UN to take such action for
“the prevention and suppression” of acts of genocide.

But perhaps more significantly, Australia is one of the most significant contributors to the idea of the
responsibility to protect (R2P), a principle that was unanimously adopted by the UN General Assembly at
the 2005 World Summit. This R2P principle, first formulated by then Foreign Minister Gareth Evans in 2001,
highlights the responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and

ethnic cleansing at national and international levels. In other words, R2P is concerned with saving lives by
protecting population from widespread and systematic mass atrocities.

Then, in the face of what has been widely referred to either as “the first genocide of the twenty-first

century” or “genocide in slow motion,” what is Australia’s role in responding and halting the conflict in

Darfur, Sudan? Has Australia honoured its responsibility to protect in saving civilians in Darfur from
large-scale attacks?

Darfur in war: Khartoum’s counter-insurgency campaign and its unwillingness to protect

Darfur, meaning homeland of the non-Arabised and Muslim Fur ethnic group, has been deprived of
resources for economic development and lacks political autonomy. The essential feature of the Sudanese
government’s policy of marginalisation is the deliberate underdevelopment of a uniformly Muslim region of
approximately six million people. Decades of oppressive government rule and neglect made Darfur a “time

bomb waiting for a fuse” and it finally reached the tipping point in early 2003 when two rebel groups in
Darfur—the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM)—launched their
own insurgencies against government forces in the region.


https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43320&Cr=security+council&Cr1=
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43320&Cr=security+council&Cr1=
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43320&Cr=security+council&Cr1=
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43320&Cr=security+council&Cr1=
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/iran-israel-key-to-australias-un-win-20121019-27uny.html
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1702925/UN-council-seat-win-a-lovely-momentCarr
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1702925/UN-council-seat-win-a-lovely-momentCarr
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1702925/UN-council-seat-win-a-lovely-momentCarr
http://www.dfat.gov.au/un/
http://www.dfat.gov.au/un/
http://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%2078/volume-78-I-1021-English.pdf
http://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%2078/volume-78-I-1021-English.pdf
http://untreaty.un.org/cod/avl/ha/cppcg/cppcg.html
http://untreaty.un.org/cod/avl/ha/cppcg/cppcg.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10357710903544106%23.UeA4HqyabHs
http://gerardprunier.com/library-online-collection/darfur-the-ambiguous-genocide/
http://gerardprunier.com/library-online-collection/darfur-the-ambiguous-genocide/
http://www.stanleyfoundation.org/publications/pab/WilliamsonPAB1009.pdf
http://www.du.edu/korbel/hrhw/workingpapers/2009/50-ATADarfur-2009.pdf
http://www.du.edu/korbel/hrhw/workingpapers/2009/50-ATADarfur-2009.pdf
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In response to the rebel attacks, the Sudanese government launched the counter-insurgency campaign by
recruiting, organising, arming, training and financing groups of nomadic Arab militias—]anjaweed
(“devil-horsemen”). Documents obtained by Human Rights Watch demonstrated Khartoum’s official policy

of systematic support for and coordination of the militias leaders and members—from “allowing” their
activities and “securing their vital needs”, “providing them with sufficient armoury” and opening new camps
to provide “relative impunity for abuses committed by Janjaweed militia members against civilians”. In
particular, the government and Janjaweed attacks on the Darfur villages consisted of “heavy aerial
bombardment followed by ground attacks by Sudanese army troops and the Arab militia Janjaweed forces.”

As a result of Khartoum’s disproportionate counter-insurgency campaign against the two Darfur-based

rebel groups, it is estimated that some 180,000 people have died in the conflict because of the combined

effects of war, hunger, malnutrition and conflict-induced disease.

Australian government’s response: mirroring the international community’s failure to protect

In an absolute sense, the Darfur conflict is
hardly a case of “non-intervention”. Indeed,
the international community has responded
by deploying the largest peacekeeping mission
in_the world since July 2007—the African
Union/United Nations Hybrid Operation in
Darfur (UNAMID)—and triggering the UN
Security Council referral to the International
Criminal Court (ICC) in March 2005. The
ICC has issued two arrest warrants against

the Sudanese President Omar Al-Bashir for
his alleged criminal responsibility in relation to
genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes in Darfur in 2009 and 2010

respectively. This is the first time in ICC

history that a sitting head of state is being indicted and for the Court to seek an indictment for the gravest

of all international crimes—genocide.

Yet, as 2013 marks the 10™ anniversary of the conflict, the very word “Darfur” is, by and large, synonymous
with “the failure of the international community to stop war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and
ethnic cleansing.” This is largely attributed to the sequential approach adopted by international policymakers

in order to avoid endangering the peace negotiation that was bringing an end to Sudan’s long-running
North-South war. Along with the priority given to safeguard the 2005 North-South peace process, the need
to secure Khartoum’s cooperation for the effective establishment and operation of UNAMID has also
constrained the international community’s willingness to confront the Khartoum regime. To make things
worse, the ICC judicial intervention provides Sudan the opportunity to outwit the international community:
expelling humanitarian agencies in Darfur so as to divert international attention from Bashir’s alleged crimes.

In this respect, people in Darfur continue to suffer without adequate protection and ICC indictees remain at
large. Cajoling Khartoum for cooperation and support over the deployment of a civilian protection force
while pursuing justice against the Sudanese president and his government for the ongoing atrocities in
Darfur are, therefore, temporally incompatible.

B


http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/072004darfur.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2004/sudan0404/sudan0404.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2004/sudan0404/sudan0404.pdf
http://cred.be/sites/default/files/CE-DAT_Scene-July-2009.pdf
http://cred.be/sites/default/files/CE-DAT_Scene-July-2009.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unamid/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/unamid/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2005/sc8351.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2005/sc8351.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2005/sc8351.doc.htm
http://www.economist.com/node/11751353
http://www.economist.com/node/11751353
http://www.economist.com/node/11751353
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/GCR2P_UnwillingandUnableTheFailedResponsetotheAtrocitiesinDarfur.pdf
http://responsibilitytoprotect.org/GCR2P_UnwillingandUnableTheFailedResponsetotheAtrocitiesinDarfur.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?Cr=darfur&Cr1=al-bashir&NewsID=30105%23.UfUaZqyabHs

S oy T S . LU Ar N LT
lgtistoryl/)epartmentic/iewsletter

In responding to the Darfur crisis, Australia’s policy response has been largely consistent with the Security
Council’'s emphasis on finding a non-military solution to the conflict in Darfur. This is highlighted by
AusAID’s package of humanitarian assistance, which includes food aid and air transport, on-the-ground

logistics support and health projects. Australia has provided more than $82 million of assistance since May

2004. Yet, notwithstanding its acknowledgement of Darfur as one of the world’s worst humanitarian
disasters, the Howard government utterly rejected a request by the UN on contributing military personnel

to the AU/UN hybrid mission because of “heavy military commitments in other parts of the world.” To date,
since the change of sovernment in 2007, Australia only contributed eight personnel to UNAMID. In this

sense, providing humanitarian assistance and giving very limited support to the under-funded and
ill-equipped UNAMID have largely been Canberra’s policy towards Darfur.

Perhaps the Australian government was at the forefront of urging the Security Council to take timely and

decisive action in Libya during 201 I, but Canberra’s “slow, hesitant and inadequate” response to Darfur sits

uneasily with Australia’s advancement and endorsement of the R2P principle. Here, the implications are
twofold. First, with respect to Australia’s unreserved military commitment to Iraq after the 9/1 | attacks, it
reveals that preserving a close defence relationship with its foremost security ally, the United States, is still a
central preoccupation of Australian foreign and security policy. Second, because of “the perceived limited
relevance of events in Africa to Australian domestic politics,” Africa has, by and large, remained a low

priority in the Australian foreign policy agenda.

After Australia’s Security Council win: where now for Canberra?

This relative neglect of Africa, however, has largely been reversed because of the Rudd government’s efforts
to foster a new engagement with Africa. Most visibly, Canberra’s broadening and deepening of the country’s

relationships with the continent is evidenced by AusAID’s “Looking West” strategic approach to aid to

Africa. But, in particular, given the strong support from African nations that Australia received during its bid

for the Security Council seat, the elevation of African issues in Australian foreign policy seems not only
inevitable but also justifiable.

One key issue after Australia’s UN victory will be what agendas Canberra should pursue when it assumes
the Council’s rotational Presidency in September 2014. While Carr has identified women’s role in global

peace as Australia’s key priority on the Council, there are two main grounds to make the decade-long

Darfur crisis a credible focus for policymakers in Canberra.

The first ground is that there has been an apparent change in international attention to South Sudan’s

independence and the heightened tension between the Two Sudans since the split in‘'mid-201 1. This lack of
attention and concern is largely attributed to then UNAMID commander’s announcement that the war in

Darfur “has effectively ended” in 2009. Yet, ten years after the conflict erupted, civilians continue to suffer
from increased insecurity and state-sponsored violence. Therefore, even though the ICC Prosecutor Fatou
Bensouda has urged the Security Council to increase its efforts to end the ongoing impunity in Darfur, the
Security Council’s decision to trigger the ICC’s jurisdiction for the investigation of atrocity crimes
committed in Darfur will not provide immediate and adequate protection to civilians in the region.
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Against the backdrop of Australia’s new engagement with Africa, this is an opportunity for Canberra to put
back on the international radar screen the issues of civilian protection in Darfur. With its Security Council
Presidency in September, Australia needs to use its seat on the Council to strengthen UNAMID’s efforts to
protect civilians before offering support for the ICC’s efforts to bring alleged perpetrators of past and

ongoing crimes in Darfur to justice. In particular, as a well-respected advocate of R2P principle, the

Australian government can exert its influence on the Security Council to adopt a “protection first,
punishment later” approach in Darfur. This ensures that the ICC’s responsibility for pursuing justice is not
used by the Security Council as an instrument of diplomacy, and, even worse, a substitute for civilian
protection.

Second, apart from its alliance with the United States, re-engaging with multilateral institutions is an
important basis for Australian foreign policy under Kevin Rudd. Australia, as an “independent middle power,”

is not obliged to buy into the US argument that the international community needs to focus on avoiding war
in southern Sudan at the expense of Darfur. Rather than being seen as “America’s deputy sheriff,” pushing

the Security Council to provide a more robust protection to civilians in Darfur will show the world that
Australia can exert its “creative, middle-power diplomacy” by offering fresh insights into this decade-long
conflict.

“To make a difference in shaping the international events that in turn shape our nation’s future,” Kevin
Rudd proclaimed during his tenure as Foreign Minister, is “the business of Australian foreign policy.” As
Australia assumes the Security Council Presidency in September 2014, it is time for Canberra to translate
words into deeds—to bring the civilian protection concerns in Darfur back to the Council’s agenda. After
all, pursuing justice is no substitute for providing protection.
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I. Upcoming activities
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€ The Fourth International Symposium on the Maritime Defence of
Modern China — In Commemoration of the 120" Anniversary of the
First Sino-Japanese War (2015.3.6 — 7)
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Seminar on “ ¥ 4 B F BT £ 1 B F I F & (2015.3.5)
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&7 (2015.3.6)

B4 20053868 (RME)

W E4oskI04 105204

BE: FARCARRTAFLEE
AWML SCmO12

€ Public lecture on “Romancing the WOM Zhongs'lian EB ML
#" (2015.3.9)
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HISTORIANS SAY:
Seminar Series

Latez 19 March 200 Times 2250 pm

Session One e . B Mg chomy

Who Went Wiong in Sina-Japanese Relations?
PEBE TR S

Distance fram Ancestor: The Change
Huizhau fram Song fo Ming Dynasty

o € Historians Say: Seminar Series (2015.3.19)

Session Jwe PP vy g oo

Vaices of the French Revolution and Their Connestin fo the
Sacial Contract ‘tndii;q

Uneosy  Badfelfairs
Relofionship_betwegn "the
intermationl Cririnal €

L
] AAB 1312, 13/F, Acadomic & Administra g
Y . Baptist University Reod Campgus, HKBU “

i

Catalogue of the Honours Project / Thesis Collection (available at the Special Collection and
Learning Centre, AABI1132)
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