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Office Renovation Updates
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Thanks to everyone for your patience as we are still improving the office and the
renovation work in the Department is only half way done. Refurbishment of the office has
proceeded at a faster rate over the past two months. It is exciting to give you the most
up-to-date information on the progress of the renovation.
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Open spaces are one of the highlights of the office after
renovation. The doors of the two entrances, the Meeting
Room, the Seminar / Multi-function Rooms and the History
Department Special Collections & Learning Centre are now
transparent. The visibility enabled by the glass doors makes
the office even more modern and vibrant. Furthermore, the
open reception area will be set up soon so visitors will get
their “first taste” of the Department through the
transparent main entrance and the open reception area
when they step into the office. Therefore, it is quite
important to ensure that the main entrance and reception
area are inviting.

Moreover, stylish wall stickers now cover a large portion of the previously empty walls.
The predominant colors of the wall stickers are bright green and light blue and the designs



mainly focus on creating a friendly yet
stimulating intellectual environment, as well as
exhibiting the wisdom of history. The stickers
add style to and create a personality for the
Department. Also, the decorations not only
prove that wall stickers are an excellent and
contemporary way to transform the office
space, but also show that renovating our
office can be as simple as having wall stickers
to make the overall ambience more appealing.

The office renovation is essential to maintain the growth of the Department. It is worthy
of celebration indeed.



The next phase of the renovation is scheduled to be completed within the first term. Stay
tuned for the latest news of the office renovation!



Our website has recently been updated and re-opened and we hope you will take a look.
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A group photo of the Department’s members which was taken at the first Annual
Assembly on 6 Sep 2014 at the Tsang Chan Sik Yue Auditorium (AAB201) is featured on

the homepage of our website.

general office / secretaries, research / project assistants

and research students.

The “Dept. Head’s Message” page includes a short passage
written by the Head, Professor Clara Wing-chung Ho, which
states her target, mission and vision in making the
Department a better place.
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The “Staff” page introduces all members of the
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The “Research” page contains lists of funded ongoing research
projects and recently completed research projects of the

Department.
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The “Teaching Programmes ” page provides a detailed de ions
of the requirements and admission of each degree programme in
the Department, including undergraduate degrees and postgraduate
degrees.

= The “Conferences” page lists the details of previous and

parative

Perspectives.
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The “Activities” page contains lists of departmental activities from
2005 to 2014. PDF files can be downloaded for reference.

The  “Announcements” page lists
important news and announcements for
the current academic year. PDF files can
be downloaded for reference.

The “Scholarships & Awards” page lists various awards available for
history majors. A list of award recipients over the years is also
provided.
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The “Staff publication 1981 — present” page contains a catalogue of faculty members
publications, including images of book covers and brief descriptions.

The “Departmental Publications™” page contains links to
current and discontinued publications of the Department.
Current publications of the Department include the
History Department Newsletter and Journal of History of
Christianity in Modern China. All issues can be viewed
electronically.

1 Forum (1996-2009)




The “Photo Albums” page is an ever-growing section of our
website and we upload photos online regularly. Photos are a
means of preserving the memories of the Department, and
can also be great tools for telling fabulous stories about the
Department’s past.

For more details, please visit: http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/index.html. Comments and
suggestions are welcome.

Other pages:

| Modern History Research Centre
| Faculty of Social Sciences
[ ] History Society

] China Studies Society
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Address: AAB1151 (General Office), 11/F, Academic and Administration Building, 15 Hong Kong Baptist University
Road, Baptist University Road Campus, Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong SAR.

(852) 3411 7107

(852) 3411 7885
We: ave proud: of our Alumnis

The pepartment is proud of the contributions of its graduates in various fields. Recent
statistics reveal that ene-tenth of the graduates continue their education in major institutions
in Hong Kong and abroad. Some of them have obtained their doctorates and taught in
universities. Some have worked in museums, galleries, and archives. About one-third of our

h&&‘;‘iuudg in secondory and primary. schools. In addition, many groduates are
now in different positions in the mass medio, publidiing business, and others.

hist@hkbu.edu.hk

Website: http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/ If you are an alumnus and wish. d ‘h"fi'éh with us, you are very welcome. Simply
send us an email and we will contact you soon.



http://histweb.hkbu.edu.hk/index.html

The History Department is delighted to
announce that Dr. Ka-chai Tam, Assistant
Professor of the Department, recently received
the “Early Career Award 2014-2015” from the
Hong Kong Research Grants Council (RGC) of
University Grant Committee (UGC) in
recognition of his research project entitled “The
Ming-Qing Transition (1619-1740): A
Reassessment from the Legal Angle”” Dr. Tam’s
“ project is funded by an Early Career Scheme
. (ECS) grant. The project received an “excellent”
rating with a full score of 5.0. Furthermore, Dr.
' Tam is one of 59 successful applicants out of 170

to Humanities and Social Sciences panel of
2014f15°ECS:

The ECS is designed to honor outstanding junior scholars and
nurture the development of promising research. Furthermore,
the ECS supports the research projects of junior scholars by hee
providing funding for relevant academic activities. Recipients of
the ECS are required to be full-time Assistant Professors at |
UGC-funded institutions within three years of beginning a

U-C x»annmzna
r University Grants Committee
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Dr Ka-chai Tam
Hong Kong Baptist University

substantiation track / tenure track position or the career f
equivalent involving teaching and research duties.

The Department would like to congratulate Dr. Tam on his
outstanding academic performance and wish him every success
in his teaching and research.




Information Day 2014
014FEBREARAZEAA (2014.10.4)

By Dr. Wing-chung FAN (Lecturer I), Dr. Jie DING (Lecturer IlI) and Dr. Yuen-han LAW (Lecturer Il)
(Department of History, HKBU)
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In order to deepen Hong Kong secondary school students’
understanding of Hong Kong Baptist University, the University held
the annual “Information Day”. This year, the “Information Day”
was held on the university campus on October 4™ (Saturday) and
attracted more than 25,000 secondary school students, teachers
and parents. Seven academic departments in the Faculty of Social
Sciences joined together on the 3™ floor podium of the Academic
and Administration Building (AAB), aiming to introduce each
department and their programmes to the visitors. The teachers
and student helpers of the History Department did lots of work to
make sure
everything went well. Some students came
to the venue early in the morning, and
L erected multi-block information panels for
i W e [l the secondary school students, teachers
& - =l and parents. The content of these panels
included programme details, the courses
offered by the History Department, career
prospects and graduates’ reflections.
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The History Department served more than 5,000 guests throughout the activity. Some
professors generously presented their books or publications as souvenirs for the visitors.
Meanwhile, the History Department distributed a leaflet including detailed information
about the department and course descriptions. It was undoubtedly beneficial for everyone
to have an in-depth understanding of the History Department of HKBU.

In general, the main concerns of the
secondary school students,
teachers and parents who visited
the History Department were
about the admission requirements,
programme structures and course
details. Dr. Yuen-han Law, as the
representative of the History
Department, attended the briefing
and sharing sessions organized by
the Faculty of Social Sciences. Dr.
Law successfully provided in-depth
information on the undergraduate programmes of the History Department, and also
answered various questions in detail. At the exhibition venue of the History Department,
the teachers and student helpers shared learning experiences with the secondary school
students who came to visit, as well as discussing daily life in the University. The event not
only deepened the public understanding of the History Department of HKBU, but also
highlighted the close cooperation and team spirit between teachers and students in the
History Department.
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Field Trip
AERMERE—F Y BXEBHBTEE (2014.9.13)

By Mr. Ka-lai Chan (PhD candidate & P/T lecturer, Department of History, HKBU)
BY  REETE (BRRSARELRELIREEARIFREHELN)

Editor’s Note:

On Saturday, September 13, 2014, the History Department conducted a one-day field trip
excursion led by Mr. Ka-lai Chan, PhD candidate and P/T lecturer of the Department,
which included a tour of Tai Wan on Lamma Island. Mr. Chan indicated that he organized
the field trip to enhance students’ classroom-based learning and knowledge of archaeology.
Mr. Chan also aimed to increase understanding of the lives Hong Kong’s ancient people
through active hands-on experience with the rich archaeological resources of Tai VWan.

The Tai Wan historic site is one of the major sites of archaeological interest in Hong Kong.
It was discovered by Fr. Daniel Finn S.J., a pioneering archaeologist and a lecturer in
geography at the University of Hong Kong. Pottery and stones from the Chalcolithic
period were found at the site in the 1930s. After the discovery, Fr. Finn issued a report
entitled “Archaeological Finds on Lamma Island near Hong Kong” in Hong Kong Naturalist
in December 1932. In 1989, archaeologists from the Chinese University and the Sun
Yat-sen University launched an archaeological excavation and a yazhang (%) of national
significance was found in an ancient burial complex dating to the Shang dynasty. This proves
that the high culture referred to as liyue (1€4%) by Confucius had expanded from the
Zhongyuan (4J5) to South China in the prehistoric period.

Beyond doubt, Tai Wan is a place of immense value historical and cultural heritage.
Nevertheless, Mr. Chan pointed out that the site has fallen into a state of neglect due to a
lack of conservation of archaeological heritage properties by the Hong Kong Government.
Furthermore, it reveals that the history of the prehistoric period and early civilizations of

Hong Kong has been gradually forgotten. In any event, the Tai Wan historic site still
provides the perfect outdoor setting to offer a new horizon for understanding history.
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Members’ Publications 2R BEEE

A 1997 RARSEHXUER B USRS RRER TR REmeE
fress 15

FABIREXILER

BER 18

Edited by Shaunna, gh Dorsett
and John McLaren

BART R SR REE : EEMO@HHESE
— B PBR G RRNRE

TR

Prof. Kai-wing CHOW/, Professor
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Prof. Stephanie Po-yin CHUNG, Professor

® “Understanding Chinese Customs: the Irish Judges and the Sinchew Disputes in the
Straits Settlements, 1830s—1870s,” in John MclLaren & Shaunnagh Dorset (eds.), Legal
Histories of the British Empire: Laws, Engagements and Legacies (London: Routledge, 2014),
pp-141-56.

Dr. Jie DING, Lecturer Il
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Dr.Yuen-han LAWY, Lecturer Il
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Kelvin Yu Hin HO, PhD student

® “Report on ‘Chinese Masculinities on the Move: Time, Space and Cultures - An
International Conference’,” The Asian Studies E-Newsletter (The Association for Asian
Studies) (October 2014)
(https://www.asian-studies.org/conferences/conference-reports-October-20 | 4.htm#C

hinese_Masculinities).

Prof. Kai-wing CHOW, Professor
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Prof. Ricardo King-sang MAK, Professor
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Prof. Kam-keung LEE,Visiting Professor

® Was invited by the Hong Kong Baptist Theological Seminary to deliver speeches on
“The First Church in Modern Chinese History — Queen’s Road Baptist Church,
Hong Kong (1842)” and “The Mother of the Baptist Churches in Hong Kong — Hong
Kong Baptist Church, Caine Road” in the Origins and Early History of Baptist
Churches in Hong Kong, 14-16 October 20 |4.

Dr. Ka-chai TAM, Assistant Professor
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Dr.Yuen-han LAWY, Lecturer Il
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BA (Hons), HKBU, 2012
MPhil candidate, HKBU, 2012 — present
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BA (Hons) in History, Year 4
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BSSc (Hons) in China Studies - History Option, Year 4

La Vie dans I'année d'échange

It all started with the little things. Disgusted by daily routine, fed up
with my nagging parents, depressed by the political situation,
disheartened by the monopolized economy, suffocated by the social
life in Hong Kong, | could not tolerate this anymore. Given an
opportunity, | truly believe everyone should go out of their homes
and see what the world looks like. It takes a lot of courage, but it is
worth it. Having lived a long time in a city like Hong Kong, | felt
nothing but institutionalized and lost. Martin Luther King once said
‘Discover your calling. Then give your heart soul and mind to it.
And thereby life will present you with meaning that you never -
thought was there. You are on the road to creating the abundant
life.” That was my motto when | started my exchange study.

The language barrier was a nightmare and French should be
learnt beforehand as English is not the lingua franca. | was also
thrown by the infamous bureaucratic and hierarchical system of
Paris. Can you imagine setting up a bank account taking  two to
three weeks? The applicationhnology is so advanced today. The
first two months, August and S for a transportation card had to
be done by mail even though tec eptember, were chaotic and
frustrating. This time, | felt truly despairing and lonely. The
“Dream” seemed to be shattered. But, | was very lucky to have a
friend who helped me with tons of troubles. Besides
insurmountable errands, | had to deal with arduous study.




Sciences Po Paris is well-known for its demonic professors and
draconian rules, for example, missing two classes is considered
as fail in the course; some professors never give more than 16
out of 20 even if the student performs really well; conforming
to the French writing style, such as the ‘problématique’ essay
prompt (even now | am still confused about what that is). Life is
never easy.

There was still hope. | attended one of my all-time favorite
lectures here, the Challenges of Liberty. The scholar Stephen
Clay soon became one of my professors and a dear friend in life.
The French Revolution Walking Tour, organized by Stephen,
was a refreshing way to study history. During this summer, we
were both losing ourselves in the French Revolution in the Archives Nationale in
Saint-Dennis and examining first-hand materials, which was such an unforgettable
experience.

Due to extreme luck, | was living in Rue du Bac in the city center, a bourgeois district in
Paris. School was just across the street, Musee d’'Orsay was |0 minutes away, the Louvre
was just across the river on the right bank. Anywhere is walkable in Paris. Walking in Paris
became my leisure activity, which is impossible or unpleasant to do in Hong Kong and
something | truly miss nowadays. The lifestyle, having a cup of coffee at a café and chatting
with a friend or reading a book, is something that you can never truly enjoy in Hong Kong.
To be honest, in such hierarchical and aristocratic university (in French they call this
‘Grandes Ecoles’) and with my personality, true friendship was not easy until late in
semester two. Perhaps it was the right time to make friends after the demanding semester-.
Inviting friends to dinner, going out for drinks, visiting museums together, wandering in
Paris and walking along la Seine were everyday life. Although the time we had was short,
spending every second with them was so precious and memorable.

| was always being “interrogated” by people with cliché questions like ‘Do you like Paris?’,
‘Why do you come to Paris?’, ‘Will you come back to Paris?’ | was living in an extremely
bourgeois area for a year and perhaps living in the fantasy world as depicted in Woody
Allen’s Midnight in Paris is not a true picture after all. Then, what is the difference between
me and foreigners who live in Central saying | love Hong Kong and go to LKF every week

@



when they don’t even know how life is in Sham Shui Po, Sheung Shui and Tin Shui Wai?
What is the real Paris? The nauseating scent of metro stations and the chaotic system,
numerous homeless people sleeping on the streets, people peeing on the streets,

“souvenirs” being sold in an annoying way on the streets. Theft is rampant and Paris is not a
safe city at all. The truth is always cruel.
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Midnight in Paris is too cliché to be true, but it was right about one thing, “Nostalgia is
denial - denial of the painful present... the name for this denial is golden age thinking - the
erroneous notion that a different time period is better than the one one's living in - it's a

flaw in the romantic imagination of those people who find it difficult to cope with the
present.” And that is the obligation of historians.
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Dryjames &

Former Teaching Faculty, 1983 — 2007
Current Affiliation: Department of History, Wichita State University,
Wichita, Kansas

Former colleagues, students and other Baptist University friends, greetings from
Kansas, just outside Wichita, (and Barton too, where ever you are).

Bonita and | miss you all, and we miss Hong Kong. Although, we love our nearly
pollution free life in Kansas, a big change from Hong Kong. In fact, we have the
state’s largest river in our backyard, and often see deer, wild turkeys, bald
eagles, wildcats and, we are assured by state game officials, there are at least
three mountain lions in the area.

This will have to be relatively short, | am still weak and suffering from two
recent and painful surgeries; by the way, the one where they scraped my eyeball
was not the most painful. The particularly painful one was prostate, very rough;
but not cancer, so | will — eventually — recover, sometimes in the distant, misty
future.

As for me, | am teaching part-time, but regularly, at Wichita State University, in
our very respectable History Department. | have taught Western Civilization



several times, but most commonly the history of the Holocaust, usually one or
two times a year, and more recently alternating it with Modern Asia. This is fun,
challenging and the students here are generally excellent, quite serious,
especially in Holocaust. By the way, one of my students informed me last
semester that on a students’ website, “Grade Your Professor,” | was ranked as
number one in the History Department. You know me, | didn’t even know the
website existed till she phoned.

As some may recall, | love dogs, and especially bulldogs. Now, Bonita loves
them too. We have two lovely bulldogs, a powerful and sweet one year and
eight month old, male pup, Dugall, and his lovable mother, Orrla, who we
rescued when she had produced her last required litter. When they romp into
a room it is as if the circus has come to town.

In closing, | will tell a brief story. We recently realized that Bonita has married a
man (me) who accurately and, in the face of much journalistic hogwash, can
correctly forecast the outcome of the Scottish Referendum on Independence
but cannot repair a refrigerator or lawn mower. Yep.

Miss you all, Jim and Bonita Stewart, and Dugall and Orrla Stewart

(by the way, “Dugall” is the correct historical spelling of this name)

(if you are ever in Kansas . . .)
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BA (Hons), HKBU, 1994

MPhil, HKBU, 1998

PhD, HKBU, 2007

Current Position: Lecturer, Department of Literature and Cultural
Studies, The Hong Kong Institute of Education
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BA (Hons), HKBU, 2012
Current Position: MPhil candidate, HKU
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BA (Hons), HKBU, 2013
PGDE, HKBU, 2014
Current Position: Research Assistant, Department of History, HKBU
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Announcements i@

|.Department of History Logo Design Competition

Department of History
Logo Design Competition

BE S 2 R ek at

The Department invites all History students and alumni to showcase their creativity by
designing a new logo for the Department of History. The logo should evoke connotations
of history broadly defined (without referring to one specific period or region only) and /
or reflect the spirit of the Department. It should project a professional image.

The winning logo will be used widely on the Department’s website, stationary, publications
and promotional materials.

The deadline for entries is 5pm on Friday, |4 November 2014. Email entries (logo and
signed entry form) to hist@hkbu.edu.hk with the subject line “Logo Design Competition.”
For details of the competition please visit this link:
http://soscl.hkbu.edu.hk/e_newsletter/eNews_140915/logo%20competition%20content.p
df

Il. Recent Award Winners

Scholastic Awards
(Given to the graduate who has the highest CGPA in the graduating class of his/her programme/option)

Winners Programmes
Wing-kwong YING BA (Hons) in History
Wing-chak CHEUNG BA (Hons) in History and BEd (Hons) in Liberal Studies Teaching
Kwok-fan CHEUNG  BSSc (Hons) in China Studies — History

MCCS Dean’s Distinction Award
(CGPA equal / above 3.6)

Winner Programme
Guangkai WEN MSSc in Contemporary China Studies (History and Culture)

D


http://sosc1.hkbu.edu.hk/e_newsletter/eNews_140915/logo%20competition%20content.pdf
http://sosc1.hkbu.edu.hk/e_newsletter/eNews_140915/logo%20competition%20content.pdf

MCCS Dean’s Excellence Award

(Top CGPA in Concentration, excluding Distinction)

Winner Programme
Pui-lap LO MSSc in Contemporary China Studies (History and Culture)

Ill. Honor Roll

(Placed opposite to the General Office)

Honor Roll
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Scholarship & Award Recipients
2013-2014

Au Bak Ling Charity Trust - Scholarship Scheme lesﬂlll I'lrﬂ
iy e S o e
MO Wing Sze C33Y 1B55¢ {Hons | in China Stosien - bhwv-mwuull

€. Tung Scholarship BAEARE
TANG Wal Man ERE
A Tax Fung #4708

Hang Seng Bank
A Taz Fung 4 74

HKBU Student Exchange Seholars:
YEUNG Kan Tt SIS sss«mm-.m.s.g.
LEE G ving 2748

HKSAR Government Endeavour Merit Award /195111 S A HIANE
WA Sin Trg R A {Hons] in Mty
TNG Vial Hae RS B55c (Honw) n Cha Snuses.

B Sasarmmart Paacing O fverd SAE RN RSN
wm 4oy 11748 6 hons) in
v ET ) n
KSAR Gavernment Scholarship %M EIl RERAAT S
s TR DA Hons) i Hskey.

A Tz Fumg 14748 BA Hons) in Hsky.

Madam K.5. Fung Wu Memorial Scholarship IS LESABE
YING Wiy oy A%, BA (Hons) i sk

Magam shao sha prize Students)

zmmg
ot D i sty

Hadam Shaa Sha Lung Memorlal Scholarship NARKLELRSE
XU Yiscze WE A (Hans] in Hstary

& Mrs. Arthur Lau Schalarship SIREZESIARSE
ettt A (Hons) in sty

larship
iy B85 {Hons)in China Swudas

Mr. Arthur Lau Award In Gendar History BT R B8 BT
CHENG Kok Fan T BS5a (Hons) n Chana Shuties - Haskey and Digioms is Education

Mr. Wang Hung Wal Memaria Schalarship SR EEEH S
FUNG Lok v TR BA (Hons) i Hstory

Kong Wong clan Assocation Schelaraip
e Ao ey o Dt Evatn

Lun Foundation China Studles Scholarsnip @ 17 &8
™ ESE i o aen - or anOtema i Edcatn

FUNG W T S BA (Homs) i sty

Award Recipients

® HKBU Scholarship in Historical Studies
The first reund of this aword will be given in 2015

® M. and Mrc. Arthur Lau Schalarship
Lam Wing Yee [2011] / Moggle Mon-kuen Chu (2012} / Tong Yu Lim (2013) /
Lam Tza Fung (2014) / Xu Xicaze (2015}

‘Madem Shaa Shu Lung Memorial Scholarship Q

Catherine Se0 Chon (2008) / Lam Sin Ling (2009] / Ng Ka Mel [ Men (2040)

/ Tong Yu Lim (2012) / Ying Wing Kwang (2013] / Xy Xicors (2014]./ Chen Tianpei (2015
™ Madam Shoo Shu ¢
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