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[Seminar Abstract]

The "Causes" of the New Imperialism in the Nineteeth Century*

Cathy J.Potter
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The talk focused on the so-called “new imperialism” of the late nineteenth century, which resulted in the division of the globe among the Great Powers of
Europe. Traditionally historians have supported an economic interpretation and analysis of the “new imperialism”, relating it to the maturing Industrial
Revolution. By about 1870, the Industrial Revolution was entering another, more intense phase, characterized by the consolidation of industries and the
increasingly tighter links between governments and big business. In this new context, international as well as domestic trade became increasingly competitive.
From this economic perspective, the new imperialism was viewed as an intense competition among European nations to monopolize markets, raw materials and
potential markets for investment capital. J.A. Hobson was one of the first to propose this economic explanation for the new imperialism, and many were
persuaded by his analysis. Unit the 1950s, the economic interpretation was the accepted orthodoxy.

In the post-war period, the economic interpretation of the new imperialism has been subjected to close scrutiny and to cogent criticism. Economic factors
associated with the maturing Industrial Revolution certainly played a role in the new imperialism, but alone they cannot explain it.
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Nationalism was an important factor in the new imperialism. The race to build empires was stimulated by nationalism. In turn, imperialism was often used to
shape and direct public opinion, to weld together the different nations behind their leaders.

The “new science” was another important factor in the “new imperialism”. Science provided the technology, without which the new imperialism would not have
been possible. In addition, science played an important role in selling imperialism to the people. Imperial adventures required taxes, and thus public support.
Science helped to shape public opinion in a form conducive to the new imperialism. Social Darwinism helped to justify and to legitimize both nationalism and
the new, often brutal imperialism. Darwinian biology came to be used to promote a belief in Anglo-Saxon and Teutonic racial, and cultural superiority. Imperial
expansion and the conflicts it engendered between nations and peoples were touted as a biological necessity, a law of history, the only path to progress. Such
views promoted and buttressed imperialism, as well as military build-up. In the long run, they led many to welcome the outbreak of World War 1.

In sum, the new imperialism was the result of a complex dynamic. Economic change, social and political change, intellectual developments; together they
created the climate which generated and supported the new imperialism.

* Lecture delivered on February 12, 1998 organized by the History Society, Hong Kong Baptist University.

[Departmental Activities]

Guest Lectures, 1998

e Professor Hok-lam ChanfRZ2 3R, Chair of the Department of History at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, visited the Department on February 12,

1998 and delivered a public lecture entitled “Expatriated ‘Eunuchs’ and ‘Virgins’: Untold Storied in Sino-Korean Relations in the Ming Dynasty‘ AFHE
B B ---- PR R BRI GRERR

¢ Dr. Cathy Potter of the Department of History, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, was invited by the History Society to give a talk on “Reasons for
the Rise of New Imperialism in the 19th Century Europe” on February 12, 1998.
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e Dr. Danny S.L. Paau had convened the following seminars to take place in this semester:-

e Dr. Harry Wai Chung Law Z&f&"&, Head, Economics Studies Section, Open University of Hong Kong, “The Asian Financial Crisis and Its Impact on
China,” on February 9, 1998;

e Dr. Cheung Wai Kwok 5R12[, Lecturer, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Open University of Hong Kong, “Chinese Minorities and Frontier Issues,”
on February 16, 1998;

e Dr. Wong Koon Kwai =H&35&, Associate Professor, Geography Department, Hong Kong Baptist University, “Chinese River Projects; A Comprehensive
View,” on March 2, 1998; and

e Dr. Timothy Ka Ying Wong 33, Research Officer, Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, “Mainland-Taiwan-Hong Kong Relations After 1997,” on March
16, 1998.

¢ Co-sponsored by the Department of History and the Sino-Western Relations Research Programme at the David C. Lam Insitute for East-West Studies, a
public lecture on the History of Sino-U.S. Relations was held on May 4, 1998. Convened by Dr. Danny S.L. Paau and chaired by Professor J. Barton
Starr, the speaker, Professor James C. Hsing, Visiting Chair Professor and Head of the Department of Politics-Sociology, Lingnan College, gave a talk on
“New World Order and A New U.S. China Policy,”

e Professor Philip F. Williams of the Department of Chinese Humanities, Arizona State University and Professor Yenna Wu of the Department of
Comparative Literatures and Languages, University of California, Riverside, visited the Department on June 5, 1998 and delivered two public lectures,
entitled “Zhang Xianliang’s Famine-stricken 1960s Prison Camps Versus the Contemporary Deng-Jiang Laogai: A General Comparison” and “Of Body
and Boundary: Portrayals of Cannibalism in Xingshi yinyuan zhuan” respectively.

e Dr. Ma Chor Kin FE#E%of the Department of Chinese, University of Hong Kong, visited the Department and delivered a talk on “Issues and Directions
on the Study of Southern Ming History FIBASE T 2 B HE& A on November 3, 1998.

e Co-organized by the Department of History and the David Lam Institute of East-West Studies, Dr. Lily S. F. Sun f4#8%5, granddaughter of Dr. Sun Yat-

sen, gave a talk on “Tianxia weigong: Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the Spirit of His Time K T2 Aa—A L4 R E R on November 10, 1998, chaired
by Dr. Chow Kai-wing and moderated by Drs. Lam Kai-yin and Lee Kam-keung.

e Mr. Yang Yanjie #5Z 7K of the Centre for Hakka Studies, Fujian Academy of Social Sciences, visited the Department of History on November 11, 1998
and gave a talk on “Ryukyu Refugees in the History of Taiwan B/&EF _FRIRBkERERZE.”
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e Invited by the History Society, Professor Y. W. Ma EE 418 of the Department of Chinese, Hong Kong Lingnan College, delivered a lecture entitled “An

Introduction to the Sources, Scope, and Methodologies of the Study of Military History ;3 E 2BV ZEEEE ~ BRI 5% » URASEEBEHNER
&8 on November 24, 1998.

e Dr. Wang Shuanghuai £ &%, visiting scholar of the Department of History, presented a seminar entitled “On the Appraisal of Wu Zetian BFF% E B X5F
BRV24{ERIRE” on December 1, 1998.

[Departmental Activities]

Academic Conferences, 1997-1998

¢ International Conference on “Wing Tao and the Modern World”

In collaboration with the Modern Chinese History Society of Hong Kong, History Department organized the international conference on “Wing Tao and
the Modern World.” In addition to the contributions from the Society and the Department, this conference received generous financial assistance from the
United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia, and Christianity and Chinese Culture Research Centre of Alliance Bible Seminary. The conference
took place at Hong Kong Baptist University between 18 and 19 December 1997. There were altogether 23 papers being presented by historians from
Mainland China, Taiwan, the U.S. Germany and Hong Kong.

e Conference on the “History of Christianity in Modern China”
The Department of History and the David C. Lam Institute for the East-West Studies jointly sponsored the conference on the “History of Christianity in

Modern China” on March 28, 1998. The event took place at the Conference Room, Sir Run Run Shaw Building, HSH Campus. The conference invited
scholars form Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. There were altogether thirteen papers and four reports being presented.

e The International Symposium on Maritime Defense of Modern China
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The International Symposium on Maritime Defense of Modern China, jointly organized by the Department of History of HKBU, the Department of
History of CUHK, the Chinese Department of Hong Kong Lingnan College and Modern Chinese History Society of Hong Kong was successfully held
from June 18 to 19, 1998 at the Shaw Campus HKBU and at the CUHK respectively. More than 60 participants from China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Australia and the USA presented 38 papers on ideas and conception of maritime defense, the naval development of modern China and the Chinese
oceanic economy in this two-day event. The Hong Kong Museum of History actively supported this event by staging the “Defending the Seaboard”
exhibition at the HKBU from June 15 to 22 and by arranging a battlefield tour to Lei Yue Mun and a guided visit to the Hong Kong Museum of History at
Kowloon Park on June 20. The edition of a conference volume is now in proceeding.

e International Symposium on Sino-German Relations since 1800

The Sino-Western Relations Research Program (LEWI), the History Department (HKBU) and DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) co-
sponsored the International Symposium on Sino-German Relations since 1800 held on October 9, 1998 at the University. Dr. Danny S.L. Paau was the
Program Chair and Dr. Ricardo Mak was the Coordinator. In the symposium, Prof. Paul Wong, Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences, gave the Opening
Speech. A total of 14 papers were presented. Participants include scholars from Australia, Canada, the United States, Germany, the Chinese Mainland and
local scholars from Baptist and other institutions, including the Royal Asiatic Society of Hong Kong. Presentation by HKBU History colleagues included:

Dr. Chow Kai Wing, Welcome Speech;

Dr. Ricardo K. S. Mak (Hong Kong Baptist University), German Economic Activities in Early Hong Kong: An Overview;

Dr. Timothy M. K. Wong (Hong Kong Baptist University), The Limits of Ambiguity in German Identity in 1 gth Century Hong Kong: With
Special Reference to Ernest John Eitel,

Dr. Yik-yi Chu (Hong Kong Baptist University), Karl Marx, Marxism, and the Founding of the Chinese Communist Party;
Dr. Danny S. L. Paau (Hong Kong Baptist University), Germany as a National Model of Republican China.

Prof. J. Barton Starr, Dr. Danny S. L. Paau and Dr. James A. Stewart from the History Department chaired at panels. Also, Dr. Ricardo Mak
served as the Discussant for a panel.

Other papers presented included:

Dr. Klaus Muhlahn (Free University of Berlin), Power, Authority and Resistance in a Colonial Society: German and Chinese in Qingdao,
1897-1914;
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Dr. Winfried Speitkamp (University of Giessen), The Germans in Hong Kongl1860-1914: Social Life, Political Interest and National Identity;

Dr. Thomas Fuchs (University of Giessen), China in German Historical Literature of the 1 gth Century;

Dr. Lauren Pfister (Hong Kong Baptist University), Ernest Fabers Sinological Orientalism;

Prof. David Honey (Brigham Young University), Cultural Missionaries of China to the West: An Overview of German Sinology;
Dr. Cheung Chiu-yee (University of Queensland), The Nietzsche Renaissance in China (1977-97);

Dr. Paul Levine (Hong Kong Open University), Nietzsche's Contribution to Chinese Translation Theory;

Dr. Werner Hess (Hong Kong Baptist University), German in China: A Case Study in the Utility Value of Foreign Languages,

Prof. Xu Youwei (China Textile University), German Fascism in Chinese Eyes (1933-37): With Reference to “Qiantao” Magazine,

Prof. Pan Qichang (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences), The Characters, Problems and Perspectives of Sino-German Relations since 1949.

[Departmental Activities])

Seminars, 1998

e The Second Seminar on Japanese History

Co-ordinated by Dr. Chow Kai-wing, the Second Seminar on Japanese History was held on March 20, 1998. Chaired by Dr. Lee Kam-keung, Dr. Lam
Kai-yin talked on “The Road to Political Democracy in Modern Japan ¥T{X B2 M FEBUE Z 8 and Dr. Chiu Yu Loki#HFa%Eof the Open University of
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Hong Kong talked on “Party Politics in Contemporary Japan H 2~} T IRCRVEE LS ©

e Lectures on History of Christianity in Modern China

o Professor Peter Lin#;& 3, Director of the Cosmic Light Media Centre and professor of the Chung-Yuan Christian University, gave a talk on
“Christianity in China: A Case Study of Cosmic LightBEBHENEPEIEREZE —USEFHIEAB” on February 23, 1998.

o Rev. Carl T. Smith was invited to be guest speaker on March 5, 1998 and talked on “Celebrating the Joys and Rewards of Research: A Personal
Testimonial.”

o Dr. Xu Yihuaf®&AE#of the Institute of American Studies, Fudan University, delivered a talk on “The Theological Education in China before 1949—
AONFRIFREEEHHREBEE on April 16, 1998.

¢ Sino-Western Relations Seminar Series (co-sponsored by the Department of History and the Sino-Western Relations Research Programme at the
David C. Lam Institute for East-West Studies)

o A public lecture on the History of Sino-U.S. Relations was held on May 4, 1998. Convened by Dr. Danny S.L. Paau and chaired by Professor J.
Barton Starr, the speaker, Professor James C. Hsing, Visiting Chair Professor and Head of the Department of Politics-Sociology, Lingnan College,
gave a talk on “New World Order and A New U.S. China Policy.”

o Two seminars were held on November 16 & 23, 1998 respectively. The seminars were coordinated and chaired by Dr. Danny S.L. Paau. Both were
held in the University. The details are as below:

= On November 16, 1998 - Hong Kong and Sino-US Relations Seminar: Speakers: Dr. Gerald C. W. Chan (Senior Lecturer in International
Relations, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand), “Is Hong Kong a Testing Ground for Sino-US Disputes over Human Rights?”;
Dr. Sonny Lo (Associate Professor in Political Science, University of Hong Kong), “The Role of Hong Kong in the American Containment
Policy Toward China”; Dr. Yik-yi Chu (Assistant Professor in History Department, Hong Kong Baptist University), “The Business Concerns,
Hong Kong and Sino-American Relations”; and Dr. Danny S. L. Paau, “Neglected Issue : Hong Kong in Sino-US Relations (Concluding
Remarks)”. Discussant: Professor Gilbert Chan (Department of Chinese, University of Hong Kong).

= On November 23, 1998 - Lecture in Sino-US Relations: Speaker: Professor Xiong Zhiyong (Professor & Dean, Foreign Affairs College,
Beijing), “Recent Development in Sino-US Relations: Chinese Considerations and Perspectives.”

o Faculty Research Support Network
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o Dr. Stephaine Po-yin Chung gave a lecture on “Business and Politics in Modern China, 1900-1930” at the Faculty Research Support Network on
March 6, 1998.

o Dr. Cindy Yik-yi Chu gave a talk entitled “The Chinese Communist Presence in Hong Kong, 1937-1984" at the Faculty Research Support Network
on April 3, 1998.

e Postgraduate Research Seminars

o Mr. Lam Man Ho#3Z7&, M.Phil. candidate, “The System of Triple Containment: American-West German Diplomatic Relations, 1945-1969” on
February 27, 1998.

o Mr. Fan Wing Chung3Z7kB&, M.Phil. candidate, “Sino-Korean Relations during the Yuan-Ming Transition7GEA 2 FREYHE2REH{%” on March 19,
1998.

o Mr. Yang Zhuolin#3 224K, PhD. candidate, “American and Chinese Research on Mutual Perceptions: A Brief Introduction —LIY AL ELUASRBI S
MEFR—PEMERAIEIRARE T on May 28, 1998.

o Mr. Keung Ka-wing Z=52 5%, M.Phil. student, “Literature Review on the History of Christianity in Modern China: Regional Studies ¥t B EE
S () @I ZEIET” on November 12, 1998.

[Departmental Activities])

Staff Publications, 1997-1998

Books
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e Stephanie Po-yin Chung 22 &, Business and Politics in Republican China: Chinese Business Groups in Hong Kong and Political Change in South
China, 1900-30. (London & New York: Macmillan Press, 1997). 224 pp. + xiii, with illustrations, glossary and index

e Clara Wing-chung Ho25kBE, Virtue, Talent, Beauty, and Power: Women in Ancient China & - 7 - 8 - #—:m PR G M (Taipei: Rye Field

Publishing Company, 1998). 397pp.

. , Zhongguo gudai yu’er PEIELE 5 (Child-rearing in Ancient China) (Second edition; Taipei: Taiwan Commercial Press, 1998). v +
244pp.

. (ed.), Biographical Dictionary of Chinese Women, The Qing Period, 1644-1911 (New York and London: M.E. Sharpe Inc., 1998). 387 pp.
+ xxxvi. [Editors-in-Chief: Lily Xiao Hong Lee and A.D. Stefanowska; The Qing Period Editor: Clara Wing-chung Ho].

e Lam Kai-yin ME{Z and Wong Yin-lee E{EZL(eds.), Topics on Chinese Culture: New Edition FEIX 1528 (#ThR) (Hong Kong: Hong Kong
Educational Publishing Co., 1998). 358 pp. + viii.

A —

. , Introduction to Chinese Culture FEIX16%E 5% (38 =HR) (Hong Kong: Hong Kong Educational Publishing Co., 1998). 214p.

o Lee Kam-keung Z=5 54, Peter Ng Tze-ming, and Philip Leung Yuen-sang (eds.), 4 Guide to Resources on Christian Higher Education in China FEI%X
GREBREF XRAERE (Hong Kong: Chung Chi College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1998). 237pp.

47 ==

e Danny Shiu-lam Paau #487%(ed.), Reunification with China: Hong Kong Academics Speak (Richmond, Canada and Hong Kong: Asian Research
Service, June 1998). 140 pp.

Articles

e Chow Kai-wing B{EZR, “A Critical Review of Studies on the History of Chinese Medicines A1 [EE& 2 SRR FTitsT,” History and Culture FESEE23Z1E,
vol. 1 (January 1998), pp. 77-82.

. , “New Arrangement for the Teaching of Chinese History in Secondary Schools 2R ESEHZH#4HS,” History Education Forum,
no. 4 (June 1998), pp. 7-15.

. , “To Introduce Publications on History Teaching FESE B ZBiGZE N 48,” ibid., pp. 41-47.
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e Yik-yi Chu %R H, “A Study of Some Historical Theories and the Importance of Historiography” History Education Forum, no. 3 (December 1997), pp.
22-39.

. , “Tong Chee-hwa and His Challenges: A Look at Hong Kong’s Last Colonial Days, December 1996 - June 1997,” Asian Perspective, vol.
22, no. 2 (1998), pp. 169-91.

. , “Jacob Burckhardt: A Man of Contradictions,” Contemporary Historical Review, vol. 1, no. 2 (October 1998), pp. 36-43.

e Clara Wing-chung Ho 2|5k, “Empress-dowagers Acting as Regents? Views of the Han Period JE A KGR ELZ %:%.” History and Culture, vol. 1
(January 1998), pp. 23-31.

e Ricardo King-sang Mak ZEh4E, “Local Perceptions of Non-Native Residents in Hong Kong,” in Danny Paau (ed.), Reunification in China: Hong Kong
Academics Speak (Canada: Asian Research Service, 1998), pp. 81-98.

. , “German Sinologists’ Changing Conceptions of Social Changes in Qing China EREE2 Bt TIRAZVEREE " Qingshi Yanjiu 7BFE
FF3E, no. 3 (1998), pp. 113-120.
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