
The History Department is excited to announce that it plans a 100-year time 
capsule on campus to commemorate HKBU’s 60th anniversary.

TheThe time capsule is a collection of historical information and mementos of 
era as well as a method of communication with the future. According to fac-
ulty librarian William E. Jarvis at Washington State University, the time cap-
sule not only has “a unique combination of archival-history record and ar-
chaeological-dimensions,” but it can transfer essential information and evi-
dences of human artistic, cultural and technical-material civilization to future 
recipients. Above all, creating a time capsule can be seen as a socio-cultural 
event that allows the public to contribute to the survival of particular collec-
tive memories.

The time capsule has become increasingly popular since the burial 
of the “Westinghouse Time Capsules,” which will be opened until 
AD6939, in Queens, New York during the 1939’s World's Fair. 
This famous time capsule was hardly the first, however. In Boston, 
for example, the “Samuel Adams and Paul Revere’s Time Cap-
sule,” which was considered one of the oldest time capsules in 
America, was buried in a cornerstone of the Massachusetts State 
HouseHouse in 1795, and another time capsule was placed inside the 
golden lion at the roof of Old State House for 113 years since 1901. 
In Asia, it is notable that a time capsule containing six Singaporean 
newspapers was buried beneath the foundation stone of the Old Su-
preme Court Building in Singapore in 1937 that was planned to be 
opened in AD 3000. Interestingly, some of the time capsules were 
created unofficially and accidentally. A forgotten family shoe store 
was found in an American old building in 2014. The shoe store has 
been closed for more than 40 years and it accidentally preserved the 
fashion of footwear of 1940s to 1960s. Another famous example is 
an entire Paris apartment discovered in 2010 that was full of histori-
cal items such as amazing paintings, a stuffed ostrich, and a Mickey ------------------------------------------

Westinghouse Time Capsules (1939)
------------------------------------------
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Scholarly works on time capsule.
-----------------------------------------



--------------------------------------------------------
The “Crypt of Civilization” in Brookhaven, 
Georgia(1940)
--------------------------------------------------------
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The “Time Capsule Expo 1970” in Japan (1970)
----------------------------------------------------------
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Mysterious Time Capsule at Washington Monument (1915)
------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Steve Jobs' Lost Time Capsule (1983)
----------------------------------------------
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Left:
Samuel Adams and Paul Revere’s 
Time Capsule  (1795)

Right:
TimeTime capsule in head of 113-year-old 
lion statue atop Boston's Old State 
House (1901)
----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------
Left:
Forgotten Paris Apartment  (1942)

Right:
Forgotten family shoe store (1960s)
----------------------------------------------

Mouse doll, which had remained undisturbed since 1942. Other important examples from around the 
world include: 



-----------------------------------------------------
Pennsylvania Armory Time Capsule (1900)
-----------------------------------------------------
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Burbank Time Capsule (1959)
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Yahoo! Time Capsule (2006)
------------------------------------
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Paris Opera Vault (1907)
-------------------------------
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General Dynamics Time Capsule (1963)
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Paris Opera Vault (1907)
-------------------------------
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General Dynamics Time Capsule (1963)
-------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------
Left:
Open University of Hong Kong’s 
Time Capsule in commemoration 
of its 25th anniversary (2014)

Right:
M+M+ Time Capsule at the West 
Kowloon Cultural District 
(WKCD) (2015)
-----------------------------------------

In fact, there are many time capsules around us in Hong Kong too.



--------------------------------------------
Left:
Time Capsule in Ma On Shan Park 
(2002)

Right:
TheThe Central & Western District’s 
Time Capsule in celebration of the 
10th Anniversary of the Establish-
ment of the HKSAR Coordination 
Committee in Sheung Wan (2007)
--------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------
Left:
Time Capsule at the Science and 
Technology Park in Sha Tin (2007)

Right:
TheThe Rotary Centennial Time Cap-
sule in Tai Chi Garden, Hong Kong 
Park (2005)
-------------------------------------------
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A Time Capsule in celebration of the 
American International School’s 25th 
Anniversary (2011)
----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------
A Time Capsule in celebration of the 
Opening of the Wu Yee Sun College 
of The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong (CUHK) (2014)
----------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------
AA Time Capsule in commemoration of the 
35th anniversary of The Hong Kong Exam-
inations and Assessment Authority 
(HKEAA) and the inaugural Hong Kong Di-
ploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) Ex-
amination in North Point (2012)
------------------------------------------------------

The Department’s time capsule will allow historians one hundred years from now (AD 2116) to see how 
people understood and constructed history in 2016. More importantly, it is a chance for us to preserve his-
torical memories and items of sentimental value, and thus to communicate with future historians in 2116. 
It is also meaningful because it is a time capsule buried by all faculty members, staff and History Majors 
as well as alumni.  

Paper form messages (2-dimensional, paper size not exceeding the A4 size, and must be folded twice) and 
three-dimensional items (not exceeding the size of 5cm x 5cm x 5cm) are qualified contributions to the 
time capsule. Three-dimensional items can be placed by all members of the Department, including aca-










