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A Gift for Historians of the 22nd Century:
History Department to Bury a Time Capsule on Campus
111 00111111911101' ation of HKBU’s 60th Anniversary
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« The History Department is excited to announce that it plans a 100-year time

. capsule on campus to commemorate HKBU’s 60th anniversary.

The time capsule is a collection of historical information and mementos of
era as well as a method of communication with the future. According to fac-
ulty librarian William E. Jarvis at Washington State University, the time cap-
sule not only has “a unique combination of archival-history record and ar-
chaeological-dimensions,” but it can transfer essential information and evi-
dences of human artistic, cultural and technical-material civilization to future
recipients. Above all, creating a time capsule can be seen as a socio-cultural
cvent that allows the public to contribute to the survival of particular collec-

tive memories.

The time capsule has become increasingly popular since the burial
of the “Westinghouse Time Capsules,” which will be opened until

AD6939, in Queens, New York during the 1939’s World's Fair. . | CAPSEEEE
This famous time capsule was hardly the first, however. In Boston, ; g A ol Hisory

for example, the “Samuel Adams and Paul Revere’s Time Cap-
sule,” which was considered one of the oldest time capsules in
America, was buried in a cornerstone of the Massachusetts State
House in 1795, and another time capsule was placed inside the
golden lion at the roof of Old State House for 113 years since 1901. e —
In Asia, it is notable that a time capsule containing six Singaporean Scholarly works on time capsule.

newspapers was buried beneath the foundation stone of the Old Su-
westinghouse

me Capsules -

preme Court Building in Singapore in 1937 that was planned to be
opened in AD 3000. Interestingly, some of the time capsules were
created unofficially and accidentally. A forgotten family shoe store
was found in an American old building in 2014. The shoe store has
been closed for more than 40 years and it accidentally preserved the
fashion of footwear of 1940s to 1960s. Another famous example is

an entire Paris apartment discovered in 2010 that was full of histori-
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cal items such as amazing paintings, a stuffed ostrich, and a Mickey

Westinghouse Time Capsules (1939)
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Left:
Samuel Adams and Paul Revere’s
Time Capsule (1795).

Right:
Tlme capsule in head of 113-year-old
lion statue atop Bostoh‘s Old State
House (1901)

Left: f
Forgotten Paris Apartment (1942)

Right: )
Forgotten tfamily shoe store (1960s)

Mouse doll, which had remained undisturbed since 1942. Other important examples from around the
world include:
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The “Crypt of Civilization™ in Brookhaven, The “Time Capsule Expo 1970” in Japan (1970)
Georgia(1940)
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Steve Jobs' Lost Time Capsule (1983) Mysterious Time Capsule at Washington Monument (1915)
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Pennsylvania Armory Time Capsule (1900)

2063 A.D.

OPHECIES a\?“‘msrmomsuﬁp AM’BI{]’CANS Sl
MANv§ BMPL(DYNENT OF sw\cr_ ™ zoesa DA

wuﬂ%l

“Time »ill explain it all
| SEUKIIGES (484406 0.C.)

e T e S W

General Dynamics Time Capsule (1963) Paris Opera Vault (1907)
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General Dynamics Time Capsule (1963) Paris Opera Vault (1907)

In fact, there are many time capsules around us in Hong Kong too.
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/ Left:
Open University of Hong Kong’s
Time Capsule in commemoration
. ofits 25th anniversary (2014)

Right:
: . M+ Time Capsule at the West
— | Kowloon  Cultural  District
> (WKCD) (2015)
PP —p————
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Left:
Time Capsule in Ma On Shan Park
(2002)

Right:

The Central & Western District’s
Time Capsule in celebration of the
10th Anniversary of the Establish-
ment of the HKSAR Coordination
Committee in Sheung Wan (2007)

Left:
Time Capsule at the Science and
Technology Park in Sha Tin (2007)

Right:

The Rotary Centennial Time Cap-
sule in Tai Chi Garden, Hong Kong
Park (2005)
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A Time Capsule in commemoration of the

A Time Capsule in celebration of the A Time Capsule in celebration of the 35th anniversary of The Hong Kong Exam-
Ametican International School’s 25th Opening of the Wu Yee Sun College inations’ | and  Assessment = Authority
Anniversary (2011) of The Chinese University of Hong (HKEAA) and the inaugural Hong Kong Di-

Kong (CUHK) (2014) ploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) Ex-

amination in North Point (2012)

The Department’s time capsule will allow historians one hundred years from now (AD 2116) to see how
people understood and constructed history in 2016. More importantly, it is a chance for us to preserve his-
torical memories and items of sentimental value, and thus to communicate with future historians in 2116.
It is also meaningful because it is a time capsule buried by all faculty members, staff and History Majors
as well as alumni.

Paper form messages (2-dimensional, paper size not exceeding the A4 size, and must be folded twice) and
three-dimensional items (not exceeding the size of S5cm x S5cm x 5¢m) are qualified contributions to the
time capsule. Three-dimensional items can be placed by all members of the Department, including aca-
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demic and teaching staff, research and office supporting staff, research postg
organizations. Paper-form messages can be placed by all current History Majo
years) as well as the Class of 2016.

In addition, alumni are welcome to contribute to the time capsule by making donations
sage: not less than $100 HKD/$15 USD/14 euro; 3D item: not less than $10000 HKD/$
curo). All donations are welcome at anytime but the Department would appreciate yo H
before June 2015 for a better arrangement before the sealing of the time capsule. For m TE\ d

N
donation methods, please see the form attached to this entry. ‘

It is worth noting that the items must be in permanent form, or completely sealed off b
manent form, and must not be damaging to other items. For example, lithium batteri
items are not allowed. Furthermore, in order to ensure that the time capsule’s content&-v}{ ted
from decomposition during their 100-year burial, items will be separately put into 1arge ﬂateruproof ba gs. /
which are then placed in the time capsule randomly. The Department shall retain the r1g tto fill in any re .
maining space. Please also note that contributors may choose to disclose their identity W1th thelr rhessages : ;

objects or not. | j

The time capsule is scheduled to be buried on campus in the morning of 5 October 2016 and the actual

officiate at the Ceremony. Stay tuned for more updated information in the coming issues of this E-News-

place and time will be announced soon. Professor Roland T. Chin, the President and Vice- Chancellor w111

letter.
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Words from the Time Capsule Project Coordinator, Dr. Kin-sum
(Sammy) LI
Hello everyone,

_r

-c«""_.j

First of all, happy year of the monkey! I wish you all a fruitful year ahead.

It is my honor to be the coordinator of the time capsule project. This is my important “mission”
in the department, as it is a 100-year project! As an archaeologist, I am interested in studying
how and why people buried things. But this time I become the one who buries things, and these “ \ ,

items buried by you all will be excavated by historians and archaeologists 100 years later. This

sounds very fascinating, as we are trying to communicate with those future historians and ar-

chaeologists! They will “communicate” with us through these objects, and attempt to “deci-

pher” our language, writing system, beliefs, social structures, hierarchy, and so on!

Please use your imagination and historians’ sixth sense to think of something you feel that is

unique and representative to put into the time capsule. We are historians interested in studying

the past. But this time we are creating “histories” to be studied by others. What kinds of “histo-

ries” will we create? And as a kind of collective creation, who knows what kinds of historical

images we will leave to the future historians?! Any crazy ideas are welcome!

Some of us may live long enough to see the day of excavating the time capsule, but many of

us may not, unless life science advances significantly in the upcoming years ®. So we should

feel free to leave any kinds of message or item because the majority of us will not be able to

see them! The future generation historians and archaeologists, who should be interested in the

past, and of course the histories that take place in AD 2016, should feel excited to see things

survive 100 years. And of course, we can bury things produced earlier; for example, we can

bury some older stuff, to lie to the future historians that these things were produced in AD

2016. See if they believe us! We can also encode our writing system, like using popular Inter-

net phrases or X £ 3, let the future historical linguists decipher them!

[ hope you will all use your creativeness and imagination for the project, and see you soon!
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Time Capsule Project in Commemoration of HKBU's 60™ Anniversary
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Cheque Donation Form # Z= 18 # % #%
Name P33 : ( English ) (chs7)
Title/Position Hf#g : ( English ) (thxr)
Organisation &S : ( English ) (cp37)
Name on Receipt * ( English )
BRIEBE (eh30) A
Office Tel. WAZBEE Mobile 42 : (4
P\l
Email Address TEFHhIIL ¢ Fax {#H : \. \ '.\\
Correspondence Address BB 1lE ¢ (A
Year of Graduation (for alumni only) EX5Fp (RABEH) : I\\ \ "‘ \
I/ Our Organization wish(es) to contribute: ‘I‘-‘I \ ‘I‘\. l
FA S GBS \ ‘*.‘I
[0 Aone- page paper-form message (paper size not exceeding the A4 size, and must be folded twice, and sealed with a sticker or place in an envelope) Ill \ \
—BXZF/BE (fERRTTEAR A4 WRTEMZA - ASHH0 - sifsEEAmd) W
| wish to donate (not less than HK$100 / US$15 / Euro14). \ ! \
HEE (R 2PitiEHs 100,73%7T 15, BUT 14) © ‘ x
|
O  A3Ditem (not exceeding the size of 5cm x 5¢cm x 5¢m) !.‘ \
TRt (II75ESEEIR-T3ATR S5em x Semx 5em ) |
I wish to donate

(not less than HK$10000 / US51500 / Euro14100).
(“R4bis S 10000, 355T 1500, ER T 1400) ©

HAHEE

[0 Anltem larger than the required size, the size is about
b EtgEE R AR IR - EEVRERAR
Please contact the Department to further negotiate on the size of donation in person.

FEHBELR - E—SEVIENEH -

Donation Procedure S3XFEF
1.

Please issue a crossed cheque made payable to “Hong Kong Baptist University”
EiRSRORMERL TSEREAR,

Bank 47 :

Cheque No. 5EME -

Please send the crossed cheque together with the completed Cheque Donation Form to the following address:
Head

Department of History

Hong Kong Baptist University
Kowloon Tong

Kowloon

Hong Kong

AR R R R R BT EESENERESEREABRECBRRT N

After sending the donations, please send your messages/objects to the Department by post by September 15, 2016. Alternatively, please bring them to
the Department on October 4, 2016 between 9 am and 5 pm. The capsule will be sealed after 5 pm and latecomers will not be entertained.
BRFEE  FHEREENTNREANMNT - BE - MU RZO—ENB+ABEFEAES R - TIE_O—7ETHME FFh
FZE FMFARARBRRILE 2 ARERERRANBRITEAR 11 BESRFAE - EHARERFETATRERHE - BRFTME °
Donations over HK$100 are exempted from tax in Hong Kong
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1/The signatory below hereby understand(s) and agree(s) that Hong Kong Baptist University will apply for a matching grant, if applicable, from the Education
Bureau of University Grants Committee with the donation made by me/our organisation.
EA S TIEREEATHEOIREEEEEARQABSNABHASENESERE A/ FIGENIERPFE "REEE, (W0EA) -

10 wish /O do not wish my name/the name of our organisation to be disclosed for acknowledgement purposes via the University publications or website.

FA/FHE OEE /O FREARBETIMUBERHBRIRE -

Signature of Donor/Authorised Representative of Organisation B8 A /i BIERXKSEE Date BEA

The above information will only be used by the University for donation related purposes.
i RERE B A ABETAE IRREE - - E@. e
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HONG KONG EAPTIST UNIVERSITY .' o3 :@r‘ FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES



