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About the Speaker
A Culturologist, an Orientalist and a philosopher, Dr. Nargis T. Nurulla-Khodzhaeva
was born and raised in the capital of Tajikistan - Dushanbe, in a family of celebrated
cultural figures. Circumstances had it, that Nargis obtained a very international
background, speaking fluently in Persian, English, Russian and Tajik working in
places such as Yemen and Sweden.
Nargis studied History and Philosophy in the Tajik State University named after V.I.
Lenin, and her PhD thesis was devoted to gender issues. This subsequently led to
great involvements in the “post-structural” efforts to develop feminist theories in
Tajikistan. After well received initial success and noteworthy findings, Nargis moved
to Moscow and began work on her monographs and doctoral thesis: “Communities
in Central Asia”, successfully defending it 2013.
Her current research interest is Postcolonial development of the Central Asian/
Middle Eastern region (recent articles: http://www.vestnik.mgimo.ru/).
Nargis is also a senior researcher at the Institute of Oriental Studies in Moscow,
assistant professor at Lomonosov Moscow State University, amongst other
universities globally. She is Vice-President at the International Cultural Z.Shahidi
Foundation (Tajikistan).
In her free time Nargis is a passionate art collector having gathered works from all
over Central Asia and speaker at numerous international conferences.

About the Lecture
Within the context of contemporary view on the intellectual history of the world,
Central Asia is able to offer a substantial, untapped material.
The proposed topic for today’s talk will attempt to bring to light the unique
connection of intellectual/political sensitivity in a very binary setting: dominance
of coloniality (as Kuidjano) in Central Asia, and its connection with the process of
saving/producing knowledge. Both sides are linked to deep-rooted divisions of
the world: Orient-Occident. The division is interconnected with current national
partitions in the region (5 –stans: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan), and with a preservation of the myth of Westphalia on the priority of
national sovereignty.
To initiate an understanding of Central Asian history/modernity, the author proposes
to use - dahlez, philosophical concept of Al Ghazali, put forward with a view to the
perception of many values of plural-cycle culture of the region, as well as the values
of the outside.

About Smart Society Research at HKBU
HKBU’s Faculty of Social Sciences is the first in Hong Kong, China
to launch an integrated programme of research and exchange on
Smart Societies. Smart Societies are those where technology assists
people to lead improved lives. We research the possibilities, actions,
and consequences of smart societies. We share our original research
on-line and through open lectures.
Our approach is global and transdisciplinary. We collaborate
internationally and draw best practice from around the world. We
are problem-driven, and integrate knowledge in an ecosystem that
focuses on areas of key significance to China and Asia including:
・ Environmental and Urban Systems (including, for example, smart
cities, smart energy, smart heritage, smart home, resilient cities,
global change and evolution, planetary urbanization)
・ Well-being (including, healthy living, food and nutrition, active
ageing and congition stimulation, digital health care systems,
evergaming and esports)
・ Populations (including, digital divide, intergenerational caring,
ethnic and racial studies, digital access, transnational networks,
digital family hood)
・ Learning and Praxis (including, egovernance, smart schools,
disintermediated education, citizen science, data analytics
application)
For further details, access to our outputs, and collaboration
opportunities, please visit us:
Email

: sosc@hkbu.edu.hk

Address : Room 1325, 13/F, Academic and Administration Building,
Baptist University Road Campus, HKBU, Kowloon Tong
Website : http://sosc.hkbu.edu.hk/en

Venue: AAB 1312, 13/F, Academic and Administration Building,
Baptist University Road Campus, HKBU, Kowloon Tong
Enquiry: michyychan@hkbu.edu.hk
Registration: https://qrgo.page.link/DmQzX
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