N L B R
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

HISTORY

2015-16 45 J 5 BE 4 12 4 & 2 W 58 ol 1
Prof. Chang Chuen Memorial Public Lecture Series (2015-16)

JE MR 2 E
Presented by the Department of History

JE AR A~ B e g R
fiE 2= 1 3 7L 5% R
What Happened to Li Miaofa?
Gender, Body and Healthcare in Tang China
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4+ Abstract

Women participated in healthcare since antiquity. They were expected to protect their reproductive body, to nourish children, and to attend to
the elders. Historical sources indicate women's familiarity with knowledge of healing, but their service was often overlooked, if not criticized. They
were depicted as either innocent or fragile patients in male authored medical texts, but their sacrifices in domestic cares often left strong and
determinant images. This talk will begin by telling the story of a Tang woman torn between the obligations of being a filial daughter and a loving
mother. It will be used as a point of departure to illustrate women's roles in healthcare and the gendered perception of their body in Chinese
medical history.
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4+ Biography

Lee Jen-der is a Research Fellow and Deputy Director at the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica,
Taiwan. She received her Ph. D. from the University of Washington (Seattle) and teaches at National Taiwan
University and National Tsinghua University. She examines legal and medical history from a gender perspective. Most
of her work focuses on early imperial China, but she has recently extended her interest to women's encounters with
law and medicine in the modern period. Her publications include two books, three edited volumes, and many
articles. She is currently editor of Asia Major and serves in the editorial boards of several academic journals.
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