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4+ Abstract

On 18 November 1067, Song Emperor Shen zong (r. 1067-85) ordered his Hanlin Academician and Reader-in-waiting, Sima Guang
(1019-84), to present passages at the imperial seminar from his current work-in-progress, a chronicle that had been in preparation for over three
years. Yet before Sima Guang started reading, Shen zong commented on his work and ordered Sima Guang to insert those comments as a
preface once he had finished the business of compilation.

Sima Guang's reading came from an early draft of his Zi zhi tong jian, later regarded as one of the most prominent works of historiography:
the text came to play a central role in shaping understandings of imperial China'’s political fraditions. This lecture will attempt to show how Shen
zong's preface brings into sharp focus what Sima Guang might have been doing in composing Zi zhi tong jian. More broadly, it will set the preface
against the intellectual environment of the eleventh century. Finally, it will use this case study to reflect on how we read and interpret works of Song
historiography.
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4+ Biography

Mark Strange is Senior Lecturer in the College of Asia and the Pacific, Australian National University. He previously taught in the United
Kingdom, at the universities of Warwick, Oxford, and Cambridge. His research is on the political thought and historiography of the medieval
period, with a particular focus on Sima Guang's Zi zhi tong jian.
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