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A Report of the International Symposium on
University and Enlightenment: Historical Perspectives on
Higher Education in China and the World

Mak King Sang

This symposium, organized by the Modern History Research Center of the Hong Kong Baptist University
and supported by the Research Center of European Enlightenment at Potsdam, was a major initiative in
bringing scholars from China, Germany and the United States together to reassess the noble mission of
enlightenment at universities. One objective of this conference was to seize the opportunity to reflect upon
the issues relating to the social and cultural meanings of higher education in the historical and contemporary
context in the year when we celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our university.

Prof. Kam Keung Lee, Associate Director of the Modern History Research Center and Prof. Giinther
Lottes, Director of the Research Center of European Enlightenment at Potsdam kicked off the conference,
which was held April 28, 2006 at ACC 109, Campus, by delivering welcome speeches. The three papers
presented by Prof. Lottes, Dr. Iwan D’Aprile (Research Center of European Enlightenment at Potsdam) and
Prof. Eva Man (The Hong Kong Baptist University) respectively in the first session “Cultural Roots of
Higher Education” highlighted the similarities and differences between modern European universities and
traditional Chinese higher education institutions in terms of ideals and organization. In the next session
specialized in the relationship between religion and higher education, Prof. Philip Leung (The Chinese
University of Hong Kong) examined the influence of Christianity on modern Chinese universities, while Ms.
Jenny Rahel Osterle (University of Munster) explored the rise of empiricism in Islamic universities in the
early modern times.

The three papers in the third session addressed the contributions of universities to modern society. Prof.
Glinter Osterle (University of Giessen), whose paper was on German intellectuals in the age of Romanticism,
studied their academic as well as political activities in this era. Prof. Lauren Pfister (The Hong Kong Baptist
University) and Prof. Ka-che Yip (University of Maryland, Baltimore) assessed respectively the
missionaries’ role in establishing philosophy and medicine as academic disciplines in modern China. Prof.
Chan-fai Cheung (The Chinese University of Hong Kong), Prof. King-sang Mak and Dr. Timothy M. K.
Wong (both The Hong Kong Baptist University) joint force in the fourth session to trace the emergence of
the idea of university in China, the early development of universities in Republican China and the special
features of universities in Hong Kong since the 1980s.

This conference, which was a fruitful one, not only threw light on the past, the present and the future of
higher education in China and in various parts of the world, but also laid the foundation of further
cooperation between institutions involved. The papers presented in this conference were of high quality and
will be collected in an edited volume published by the Research Center of European Enlightenment at
Potsdam. A second-leg conference to be held in Potsdam early next year is also being planned.

Program

Session 1: Cultural Roots of Higher Education

Chair: H. Werner Hess

Giuinther Lottes: Reform Universities in the Age of the Enlightenment

Iwan D’Aprile: Wilhelm Humboldt and the Birth of the German University

Eva Man: A Historical Review and Reflection on the Confucian’s “Great Learning” and Its
Implications on Higher Education




Session 2: Religion and Higher Education
Chair: Cindy Y. Y. Chu
Philip Y. S. Leung: The Enlightenment and Modern Christian Higher Education in China
Jenny Rahel Osterle: Islamic World History between Religion and Empiricism

Session 3: New Knowledge, New Intellectuals

Chair: Peter Cunich

Giinter Oesterle: In and beyond the University: German Intellectuals in the Age of
Romanticism

Lauren Pfister: Whose Rationality? Whose Enlightenment? -- Missionary- scholars,
Modern Universities and the Dialectical Movement in the Emergence of Philosophy
and Religious Studies in Twentieth Century China

Ka-che Yip: Revolution and Enlightenment: The Rise of Modern Biomedical Education in
China, 1910-1950

Session 4: Global, National and Local Reflections on Higher Education in China
Chair: Ka-che Yip
Chan-fai Cheung: The Perceptions of Foreign Universities and the Origin of the Idea of the
University in China: 1866-1895
Ricardo K. S. Mak: Enlightenment, Nation Building and the Founding of Peking University
Timothy M. K. Wong: The Changing Notions of Higher Education in Hong Kong: The
1980s as a Watershed

Roundup Discussion




