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Studying the history of genderreveals the manifold ways in which past societies have configured men’s and women's
roles in society. By examining this history, we can better understand both the ways in which gender norms shape our
lives and get a sense of how social orders that appear inevitable or immutable can change. This course undertakes
this challenge by focusing on a particular place and time—the United States from independence (1783) to women's
suffrage (1920). We will take gender as both a subject of study and a tool of analysis, examining key changes in
gender roles and ideology during this dynamic time period and reexamining key moments in American history
through a gendered lens. By the end of the semester, students in this course will confribute to our understanding of

nineteenth-century American gender and sexuality by producing a research-based term paper on a topic of their
choosing.

The course provides students with an overview of Middle Eastern history from the last decades of the Ottoman Empire
through to the late twentieth century. Students will receive lectures and engage in seminar discussions on historical
issues such as Orientalism and the production of knowledge about the Middle East; political reforms in the Ottoman
Empire, European mandates, and current nation states of the region, the impact of the First World War, Second World
War, and Arab-Israeli Wars; the integratfion of the Middle East into the world economy, natural resources, and
economic nationalism; the rise of nationalist, islamist and socialist political movements; and changing gender
identities and relations.

This course introduces the Catholic Sisters in Chinese communities, mainly in the twentieth century. It discusses the

Sisters’ work in education, welfare, and medical care. On the one hand, this course evaluates the conftribution of the

Sisters (Chinese and non-Chinese) in the local communities of Hong Kong. On the other hand, it assesses the

P perception of these Sisters from those people whom they had served. This course requires students to read quite an
\ amount of materials so as to engage in group discussions.
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