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CAPTURING PRESTIGE: HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN
TSUSHIMA’S MARITIME BORDERLANDS, C. 1350-1600
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Department of History, University of Illinois, Springfield

ABSTRACT

From the perspective of the maritime borderlands centered on the island of Tsushima, late
medieval Japanese transformations in commercialization, local lordship, and the integration of
the archipelago into domestic and East Asian shipping circvits all depended on flows of enslaved

peoples. The history of Tsushima’s trafficking networks between the fourteenth and sixteenth

among a cross-section of Tsushima
. kaizoku). Lords of the island, the SO

21 i of their territorial domain and incentivized military service with awards tied

nd ethnicity that facilitated the objectification of captives into commodified
e Korean peninsula, who Tsushima traffickers dealt locally and across the
he Ashikaga shogunate. For retainers, local elites, and commoner mariners,
and family legacies alongside other commercial and violent enterprises.
¢ ards from the SO, their piratical enterprises raided Korean and Chinese coasts
%?‘uti& bestowals across northern Kyushu turned sea-lanes into slave roads. This

an as a low-status, opportunistic, and declining trade.
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